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Chatham News + Record
1,800 new jobs may be on the way to Chatham County

Proposed N.C. budget includes a $112.5 million appropriation for an economic development project here
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The proposed 
North Carolina state budget 
has opened speculation about 
a potential occupant for Siler 
City’s 1,802-acre Chatham-Siler 
City Advanced Manufacturing 
(CAM) megasite. 

Reporting from Axios Ra-
leigh revealed Durham-based 
semiconductor maker Wolf-
speed, formerly Cree, may 
expand into Chatham County 
with a boost from a new state 
incentive package. 

Local officials haven’t con-
firmed that speculation, but 

the proposed state budget, re-
leased last Tuesday, includes a 
$112.5 million appropriation for 
an economic development proj-
ect in Chatham County, which 
includes a stipulation for at 
least $4.8 billion in investment 
and 1,800 new jobs. 

The funding would be split 
between $57.5 million to reim-
burse the unnamed business 
for site work and wetlands 
mitigation and $55 million to 
the city of  Asheboro for water 
infrastructure improvements. 
The funding is part of  N.C.’s 
Job Development Investment 
Grant program, which is per-
formance-based and requires 

companies to meet hiring and 
investment targets before the 
incentives kick in. The money 
is intended to “significantly 
help offset the cost of  locating 
or expanding a facility in the 
state,” according to the N.C. 
Dept. of  Commerce. 

Similar JDIG funding was in-
strumental in helping the state 
and Chatham attract VinFast, 
the Vietnamese electric vehicle 
manufacturer which chose the 
county’s Triangle Innovation 
Point (TIP) site back in March. 
VinFast plans a manufacturing 
facility at the TIP site that will 

A TENANT FOR THE CAM SITE?

Pittsboro to 
accept ‘distressed’ 

community 
designation

Board votes unanimously 
to move forward with N.C. 

Viable Utility program
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The town’s board of  commis-
sioners voted unanimously Thursday to be-
come a part of  North Carolina’s Viable Utility 
program, which could provide Pittsboro with 
grant money — potentially in the millions — to 
help address issues with its water and waste-
water infrastructure challenges. 

Town Manager Chris Kennedy and Mayor 
Cindy Perry received a letter from the N.C. 
Dept. of  Environmental Quality on June 21, 
stating its water quality department concluded 
Pittsboro was considered a “distressed com-
munity” in regard to its water and wastewater 
capacity.

The Viable Utility program “provides fund-
ing to build a path toward viable utility systems 
using long-term solutions for distressed water 
and wastewater units in North Carolina,” 
according to the NCDEQ website. 

A distressed unit is defined to be “a public 
water system or wastewater system operated 
by a local government unit exhibiting signs of  
failure to identify or address those financial 
or operating needs necessary to enable that 
system to become or to remain a local govern-
ment unit generating sufficient revenues to 
adequately fund management and operations, 
personnel, appropriate levels of  maintenance, 
and reinvestment that facilitate the provision 
of  reliable water or wastewater services.”

Chatham education advocates say Leandro 
funding is necessary to improve schools

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

The North Carolina General Assem-
bly unveiled its proposed state budget 
last week, which includes funding for 
teacher pay raises and an increase in 
funding for public schools. 

Education advocates say, howev-
er, the funding doesn’t go nearly far 
enough because it still falls well short 
of  the Leandro plan.

Every Child NC, a group which advo-
cates for the multi-year Leandro plan 
— a court-mandated set of  funding and 
policy recommendations to give all stu-
dents access to “sound, basic” schools 
promised by the state constitution — 
said this budget only funds about half  
of  what is called for in the plan for the 
fiscal year. At a press conference out-

side the Legislative Building in Raleigh 
last week, the group said the proposed 
budget misses the mark by $443 million.

Local education advocates in Cha-
tham County agree with the concerns 
raised by Every Child NC about the 
need to fund Leandro as soon as possi-
ble. They say the continued failure to 
fund the Leandro plan puts unneces-
sary pressure on Chatham politicians 
to fill the gaps left by the state.

The Leandro plan deals with a law-
suit initially filed in 1994 by five low-in-
come school districts to get additional 
state funding. In the original case, the 
North Carolina Supreme Court ruled 
the state constitution guarantees every 
child “an opportunity to receive a 
sound, basic education,” and the state 
was failing to meet that obligation. 

“Chatham will continue to have a 

choice in how we respond to North 
Carolina’s unwillingness to fund our 
schools at their mandated level,” said 
Jaime Detzi, executive director of  
Chatham Education Foundation. “We 
can continue to supplement the funds 
the state gives Chatham and add the 
additional personnel and resources 
required to meet our student needs or 
— and this is what we fear — is that at 
some point, the Chatham tax base will 
not be able to keep up with supplemen-
tal school funding and our students, 
teachers and residents will suffer the 
consequences, even more than we are 
seeing today.”

What is Leandro? 
In 2020, Superior Court Judge David 

Lee adopted a multi-year plan from Cal-
ifornia-based WestEd  — an education 

consulting firm aimed at improving 
school equity. The plan from WestEd is 
designed to provide every student with 
access to high-quality teachers and 
principals. 

The plan includes expansion of  
Pre-K, more money for lower-income 
districts and higher pay for educators. 
In November, Lee ordered the state to 
transfer $1.75 billion to fund the next 
two years of  the Leandro plan, as writ-
ten by WestEd. 

Later, a N.C. Court of  Appeals panel 
blocked the order from being enforced 
because it found the court could not 
mandate spending. Superior Court 
Judge Michael Robinson, a registered 
Republican, was later named to replace 
Lee, a registered Democrat, after the 

New Down Town Café hopes to 
become a staple in Siler City
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Last Thurs-
day morning, like most days of  
the week, Down Town Café was 
bustling. The smell of  home fries 
and sizzling bacon wafted through 
the diner as the allure of  German 
chocolate cakes beckoned potential 
customers inside from the win-
dows.

On that day, open seats didn’t 
stay open long — much to the 
delight of  owner Sherrie Hatfield, 
who said heavy traffic had been 
the rule since she opened the 
restaurant in early June.

Down Town Café opened to the 
public at 113 W. Raleigh St. in 
downtown Siler City June 8; the 
restaurant held its official rib-
bon-cutting ceremony last Thurs-
day.

“I want to thank everybody that 
has come out to support me,” Hat-
field told guests at the ceremony. 
“This has been a dream of  mine 
for a very long time.” 

Hatfield has worked in the hospi-
tality industry for 

more than 30 
years in ev-

erything 
from 

dish-
wash-

ing, 
to 

gro-
cery 
store 

delis, to waitressing. 
Down Town Café is 
the first time she’s 
owned and operated 
her own establish-
ment. She co-owns 
the restaurant with 
her business and 
personal partner, 
Jarrod Mashburn. 
She said they hope 
to be part of  Siler 
City for many years to come by 
providing a comfortable dining 
experience for people of  all ages.

“We plan to be around for a long 
time,” Hatfield said. “We are just 

so grateful to be part 
of  the revitalization 
of  downtown Siler 
City.”

The restaurant 
serves a variety of  
classic American 
breakfast and lunch 
options including 
omelettes, biscuits, 
and a variety of  
breakfast and lunch 

sandwiches. The café also aims 
to be affordable with all regular 
menu items under $10.

‘KIND OF LIKE MAGIC’

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

The new Down Town Café held its official ribbon cutting ceremony 
to commemorate its opening last Thursday in downtown Siler City. 
The new café serves a variety of breakfast and lunch foods, along 
with various desserts.

See CAFÉ, page A3

See JOBS, page A6

See UTILITY, page A3

See LEANDRO, page A9

Courtesy Chatham-Siler City Advanced Manufacturing Site

Map illustrating the Chatham-Siler Advanced Manufacturing 
(CAM) megasite just north of U.S. Hwy. 64.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Siler City Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
July 18, at Wren Memo-
rial Library’s multi-pur-
pose room. The meeting 
will also be available on 
Zoom.
• The Chatham Coun-
ty Board of Commis-
sioners will meet for a 
work session 2 p.m. and 
regular session at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, July 18, at the 
Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro
• The Chatham County 
Board of Education 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, July 18, at the 
Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro
• The Pittsboro Board 
of Commissioners will 
meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
July 25, at the Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center. The 
meeting will be lives-
treamed on the town’s 
YouTube channel.
• THE ART OF SEWING FOR 
YOUTH Summer Program 
is set for July 11 to 21 
for youth ages 12 to16 
to be held at the CCCC 
Chatham Main Campus 
in Pittsboro. Youth will 
learn the art and craft of  
sewing, starting with the 
fundamentals of  sewing 
including understanding 
and using their sew-
ing machine, selecting 
fabrics, different needles, 
threads, patterns, sewing 
safety, and the best tools 
to get started. Learn 
more about this CCCC 
youth summer camp 
at www.cccc.edu/ecd/
find-classes/. To register 
or for more information 
on this program, contact: 
Beverly Diniz, 919-545-
8663, bdini752@cccc.edu.
• Chatham Community 
Library announces the 
return of  the Chess Club 
and Clinic, Saturdays 
through July 9, from 1 
to 3 p.m., meeting in the 
Lakritz Storytime Room, 
for teens and adults, 12 
and up.
• In recognition of  Mus-
lim-American Heritage 
Month in July, Cha-

tham Community Library 
will host a virtual film 
screening of  The Mosque 
of  Morgantown (2009), 
free and open to the 
public: Thursday, July 14 
and Thursday, July 21, 
Virtual Program: Access 
to the virtual screen-
ing will be available by 
visiting: https://vimeo.
com/51630187 -- A pass-
word is required at the 
time of  viewing. Those 
who are interested may 
contact social.library@
chathamlibraries.org 
to request the password 
or for additional infor-
mation. The library has 
purchased a hard copy of  
the film if  residents who 
wish to see the film miss 
the virtual screening 
window. Residents may 
also visit the libraries’ 
website www.chatham-
libraries.org, or contact 
the Library at (919) 545-
8084 or rita.vanduinen@
chathamlibraries.org 
for more information on 
this and other events and 
programs.

Wren Memorial Library 
in Siler City announce 
new programs and events 
for the Chatham County 
community to enjoy. The 
Arts & Crafts will contin-
ue on the first Wednesday 
each month, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Community 
members of all ages are 
invited to create theme-
based arts. Materials are 
supplied. Take-and-make 
supplies will be available 
for those who wish to drop 
in and make something at 
home. For the month of  
June, the theme is Ocean 
Animals. ---  Wren Memo-
rial Library Social Hour 
will continue each Thurs-
day, from 3 to 4 p.m.  Adult 
community members 
(ages 18 and up) have an 
opportunity to meet and 
chat with fellow neigh-
bors, a great opportunity 
to meet new people and 
form lasting friendships. 
--- The Family Story Time 
will continue each Thurs-
day, from 10:30 to 11:00 
a.m. Community members 
of all ages are welcome 
to join Wren Memorial 
Library for interactive sto-
ry time. Participants will 
hear stories, sing songs, 
and maybe even do some 
dancing. Note: Toddler 
Story Time at Wren Me-
morial Library will contin-
ue to occur each Tuesday 
at 10:30 a.m. The Library 
is located at 500 North 
2nd Avenue,. For more 

information about these 
events and programs at 
Wren Memorial Library, 
individuals may contact 
wren@chathamlibraries.
org or (919) 742-2016.

Chatham County Public 
Libraries are offering a 
virtual parenting work-
shop presented by Kris 
Hawkins, Parent Educator 
with Teen Health Connec-
tion. Designed for parents 
of preteens and teens, 
these sessions will address 
the basics of parenting 
teens, plus some in-depth 
discussion of today’s hot 
topics. The two remaining 
workshops will take place 
on the fourth Tuesday in 
July, and August at 6 p.m. 
Parents may attend one 
part only. July 26: Active 
Parenting: Choice Within 
Limits - Choice is Power! 
The idea of collaborative 
parenting will be explored 
and how giving simple 
choices can head off power 
struggles and prepare 
teens to be good decision 
makers. - August 23: 
Active Parenting: Winning 
Cooperation - Parents will 
learn why sharing power 
with their teens is neces-
sary, how it teaches them 
the very important lesson 
of working cooperatively 
with others and plays a 
vital role in developing 
and maintaining strong, 
positive parent-teen rela-
tionships where everyone 
wins. This virtual event 
is free, open to the public 
and will be presented 
via Zoom. Participants 
should register online to 
receive the meeting link. 
Residents may visit the 
libraries’ website, www.
chathamlibraries.org, or 
contact Youth Services at 
(919) 545-8085 or youth.ser-
vices@chathamlibraries.
org for more information. 

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St.
• The Silk Hope Ru-
ritans host a Benefit 
Bingo on the first, third, 
and fifth Thursdays of  
each month. Next on the 
schedule is July 7 and 21 
at the Silk Hope Commu-
nity Center. 

• Horton High School 
Alumni Association 
Scholarship Committee is 
accepting applications for 
2022-2023 HHSAA Schol-
arship. Descendants of  
any Horton High School 
alumnus or attendee may 
apply online, at hortonhi-
ghalumni.com; then click 
on “scholarship.” Appli-
cations must be accepted 
by August 1, 2022. 
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directive 
on occupancy, masks, 
and social distancing. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.

• Second Bloom hours 
are 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
at 630 East St., Pitts-
boro, in the Food Lion 
Shopping Center. We are 
accepting donations of  
gently used men’s and 
women’s spring clothing 
and accessories. Credit 
cards are accepted. All 
proceeds provide support 
for survivors of  domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
and promote community 
education in collabo-
ration with Chatham 
County. 
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 

Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of Chatham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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CORRECTION

A headline in a first-person News + 
Record story by Chatham County Public 
Health Department Director Mike Zelek 
about his son receiving a COVID-19 vac-
cine (“Here’s what led us to decide to get 

our 5-year-old son vaccinated,” June 30-
July 6) mistakenly identified Nico Zelek 
as age 5. The son of  Mike Zelek and Jess 
Edwards is 22 months old. 

The News + Record regrets the error.

N.C. hemp industry gets 
reprieve, as legislation gets 

final OK
RALEIGH — North Carolina’s hemp 

industry appears to have avoided a 
shutdown, as the General Assembly 
gave its final approval Wednesday to 
legislation that would make its prod-
ucts permanently exempt from the 
state’s controlled substances law.

The Senate voted 41-2 for a House 
measure that means the production and 
sale of  industrial hemp and products 
derived from hemp like CBD can still 
be lawful. The bill now goes to Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s desk for his expected signature. 

Without the approved language, 
North Carolina’s industrial hemp 
program — approved in 2015 as a pilot 
and now operated through a federal 
production program — would have to 
shut down at the end of  June. Making 
the hemp exception permanent would 

allow the U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture to continue operating the program. 

There are more than 1,500 licensed 
hemp producers in the state, according 
to the N.C. Dept. of  Agriculture. 

Both chambers had passed legisla-
tion containing the language, but House 
Republicans would not pass a broader 
Senate farm bill with the conforming 
hemp legislation. That “Farm Act” 
also received final legislative approval 
earlier Wednesday. 

Many GOP members remain suspi-
cious of  hemp and CBD products — as 
reflected in the fact that more than 
two dozen Republicans in the chamber 
voted against the hemp measure that 
got final approval.

The legislation differentiates marijua-
na, which would still remain unlawful, 
from hemp and hemp products, which 
contain a very low amount of the chemi-
cal that gives the high to marijuana users.

—CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEF
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During Monday’s 
regular board meeting, 
commissioners were 
mostly supportive in 
moving forward with the 
acceptance of  the des-
ignation, since it could 
lead to the town receiving 
additional funds to help 
address shortcomings in 
the municipal wastewa-
ter facility’s capacity. 

But some unanswered 
questions from Monday’s 
discussion prompted the 
commissioners to call for, 
and hold, a special meet-
ing Thursday,  which pro-
vided time for Kennedy to 
contact Susan Kubaki of  
NCDEQ to get additional 

information for commis-
sioners. 

“I sent her 13 questions 
on behalf  of  the town 
and board and sought 
feedback from those,” 
Kennedy said during 
Thursday’s special 
meeting. “There’ll be a 
conversation of  sorts, if  
needed, and then ulti-
mately, action or action 
by inaction on a potential 
resolution for the board, 
to declare ourselves a 
distressed utility.”

Commissioners 
originally had questions 
regarding the distressed 
designation and whether 
it would bring a negative 
stigma to the town. But 
according to an email 
sent by Kubaki to the 
town, the designation 

simply allows for the 
town to become involved 
in the Viable Utility 
program. 

“I thought one of  
her (Kubaki’s) more 
poignant answers was 
that the state is trying 
to take the stigma away 
from being labeled, such 
that they really want to 
inject resources with 
grant funding in the 
millions of  dollars,” 
Kennedy said. “They 
want to see this as a pos-
itive — they want to take 
away the negative per-
spective of  being called 
distressed. It’s more of  
an injection of  resources 
and support to allow us 
to potentially better run 
a utility.”

After receiving the 

state’s explanation, com-
missioners began to feel 
more comfortable with 
voting in favor of  the 
distressed designation. 

“I read all of  her an-
swers, and those answers 
were sufficient,” Mayor 
Pro Tem Pamela Bald-
win said on Thursday. 
“They were definitely in 
response to a lot of  the 
concerns I had, so I am 
pleased with the answers 
that she provided.”

Perry, though, still had 
some questions. She said 
the only negative aspect 
of  the designation was 
the unclear timeline for 
when the water utility 
would be seen as viable. 

Kennedy said he be-
lieved that question can-
not be answered since the 

Viable Utility program 
has only been active for 
two years. 

“If  it had been enacted 
in 1986, I think I’d have 
more concerns about why 
no one had been removed 
from that label,” he said. 
“But I suspect anybody 
who received that letter, 
maybe last year or 
the year before, is still 
working through some 
of  these issues, working 
with the state … As we 
are trying to carve our 
path and be more creative 
and more solution-orient-
ed, I hope we can be one 
of  those success stories 
that gets on and gets off 
as expeditiously as pos-
sible so others can follow 
our path.”

The board asked 

Kennedy to send a letter 
accepting the designation 
to NCDEQ. Commission-
er Kyle Shipp said he 
was excited for what this 
program could mean for 
the future of  Pittsboro’s 
water and wastewater 
infrastructure as the 
community continues to 
grow. 

“I agree with Com-
missioner Baldwin,” he 
said. “I appreciate them 
getting us the answers 
back so quickly on the 
questions, and I think 
this is a unique opportu-
nity for us.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com and 
on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.

UTILITY
Continued from page A1

All of  the cooking is done by 
Hatfield and her daughter, who 
also works in the restaurant. 
Hatfield said the recipes come 
from the food she makes at 
home.

Down Town Café’s location 
on West Raleigh Street is in a 
space that has seen a number 
of  different restaurants open 
and close over the last few 
years, including Artisan Hub 
and Hometown Grill. 

Despite the space being 
restaurants in the past, Hat-
field said she had to remodel 
much of  the space including 
adding two new 150-gallon 
grease traps, additional walls 
and redoing the back of  the 
building to make it usable for 
food prep.

“We had no equipment in 
here whatsoever,” Hatfield 
said. “We basically started 
from scratch.”

She said gutting and remod-
eling of  the space took just six 
weeks to complete. Hatfield 
said the speed of  the construc-
tion was possible because of  
“determination.”  

The space had been vacant 
for the past two years, but 
Hatfield said she believes she 
can buck the trend and create 
longevity in the space through 
a familial atmosphere.

“Whoever comes in my door 
will be considered family,” 
Hatfield said. “Come enjoy, see 
what we’re about and see what 
the differences are.”

One of  the ways Hatfield is 
making the space feel like fam-
ily is by making it relentlessly 
local. She is employing 10 Siler 
City residents and took out 
loans from local banks.

“This is another amazing 
tool in the box that the town 
can use for the economic devel-
opment of  the downtown,” said 
Siler City Mayor Chip Price. 
“It’s going to draw people 
into the area to shop, eat and 
explore.”

Price said it was refresh-
ing to see the revitalization 
of  downtown Siler City and 
interest in bringing business 
back to these once vacant 
spaces.

Hatfield was able to make 
this restaurant into a real-
ity through her participa-
tion in Chatham Spark, an 
eight-week entrepreneurial 
program that the Chatham 
Chamber of  Commerce 
partnered with the Central 
Carolina Community College, 
Chatham Small Business Cen-
ter and Mountaire Farms. It’s 
the first year of  the program, 
and according to her mentors, 
Hatfield was one of  the top 
participants.

“By the time the program 
finished, Sherrie was already 
hitting the ground running,” 
said Cindy Poindexter, pres-
ident of  the Chatham Cham-
ber of  Commerce. “She had 
already secured her space and 
was ready to get her business 
open.”

The new Siler City restau-
rant is the first business from 
the Spark program to open 
its brick-and-mortar location. 
Other businesses proposed 
during the program include 
a bakery, a clothing boutique 
and a woodworking shop. 

It took Hatfield just three 
months to go from concept 
to opening her restaurant 
— practically unheard of  
in the hospitality industry, 
according to Phillip Pappas, 
the Small Business Center 
(SBC) Coordinator for Cha-
tham County. Located at 
Central Carolina Community 
College’s Pittsboro campus, 
the Chatham SBC offers free 

confidential counseling ser-
vices to anyone who wants to 
start or grow a small busi-
ness. It’s part of  a network of  
SBCs across the state and the 
country.

“All the credit goes to Sher-
rie because she is incredibly 
hard-working,” Pappas said. 
“I’ve never seen someone go 
from concept to opening so 
quickly. That is extraordinarily 
difficult.”

The feat of  efficiency was 
also accomplished as Hatfield 
worked full-time and completed 
her weekly three-hour Spark 
classes. Those classes included 
developing a detailed business 
plan and pitch for a group of  
business professionals.

“Sherrie certainly came 
prepared and had the ideas,” 
Pappas said. “Spark just helped 
her with the business side of  
it.”

According to Hatfield, the 
classes were eye-opening 
because they showed her the 
level of  detail and bookkeeping 
necessary to run a business. 
After completing the course, 
she said seeing her efforts and 
sacrifices pay off was an emo-
tional experience.

“I never thought I would be 
here, I really never thought I 
could be here,” Hatfield said. 
“I did this through determi-
nation. I knew I wanted it 
and I had that fire burning. I 
couldn’t do anything else until 
I got this done.”

The new restaurant own-
er said the grit she put into 
getting Down Town Café 
open gave her a new perspec-
tive — now she’s working for 
herself. In the future, Hatfield 
said she would love to see the 
space expand and pass the 
ownership of  it along to her 
children.

“We want to carry on the 
legacy,” Hatfield said with 
her 7-year-old daughter at her 
hip. “Opening this place was 

kind of  like magic in a way, it 
couldn’t have happened any 
better.”

If  there are other aspiring 
entrepreneurs out there also 
hoping to bring their big ideas 
to Siler City, Hatfield’s message 
is simple: go for it. She said the 
fear of  starting something new 
is worth it in the end because 
of  the support she and other 
entrepreneurs received from 
the Chamber of  Commerce and 
other town staff.  

Down Town Café is currently 
open from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday with 
daily specials and desserts. For 
more information call 919-542-
3428.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

CAFÉ
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Down Town Café owner and operator Sherrie Hatfield, center, cuts the offical ribbon, commemorating the opening of her 
restaurant on Thursday in downtown Siler City. Mayor Chip Price (right) was also in attendance to celebrate.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Assorted fudge sits on display of the back counter of Down 
Town Café on Thursday in downtown Siler City. The fudge 
was made by owner Sherrie Hatfield, who gave out samples 
to customers during the restaurant’s grand opening.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Down Town Café’s Sherrie Hatfield, left, cleans a condiment 
bottle behind the counter of the restaurant in downtown 
Siler City. 

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Chamber of Commerce President Cindy Poindexter, restaurant owner Sherrie Hatfield and 
Phillip Pappas, the Chatham County Small Business Center coordinator, stand in front of 
the Down Town Café in Siler City.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Customers sit at the front counter while cooks and servers 
work during the grand opening of Down Town Cafe last 
Thursday in downtown Siler City. The special of the day was 
pot roast.



Holidays and special days come in all sizes
Someone — or several someones 

— have created a calendar that has 
a holiday on every 
day. 

For instance, 
May 11 might be 
“National Be Kind 
to Yellow Cats 
Day” or Oct. 19 
is “Eat a Cheese-
burger With Pea-
nut Butter Day.” 
Funny, maybe 

even silly, but no real harm done.
But those all pale when stacked 

against “real” holidays — religious, 
civic or otherwise. There is no sub-
stitute for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Easter, or even the Fourth of  July, 
which we just celebrated. 

They’ve taken on different forms 
and traditions through the years for 
numerous reasons. For instance, 
July 4 once was a big deal in many 
places, especially in Small Town, 
USA. In my childhood days, we had 
day-long community celebrations of  
hot dogs, ice cream, baseball games, 
games for little folks, political 
speeches, parades and so forth.

There’s not so much of  that any-
more in our nation — we’ve become 
too sophisticated. 

Politicians seek to divide us, 
nutritionists tell us hot dogs aren’t 
good for us, PETA says we shouldn’t 

chase a greasy pig, and safety ex-
perts tell us we shouldn’t be climb-
ing greasy poles. Far better is it for 
us to do all these things virtually 
or at a Zoom gathering. I always 
thought “zoom” was what Super-
man did in the sky or how I rode my 
bicycle down the dirt road between 
Allen and Hazel Money’s house and 
the one where Mal and Ruby White 
lived.

While some things change, we 
still have those holidays after 
a fashion. But this year, a new 
perspective about holidays dawned 
on me — while all folks have some 
in common, there are others that 
are unique to each of  us. While 
they aren’t a holiday to the general 
public, they’re important to every 
individual.

The one I speak of  here was 
89 years ago — July 1, 1933, to be 
specific — my parents’ wedding 
anniversary. 

They were young; Dad was 21 and 
Mama only 15. Today that would be 
a crime, especially since they, like 
so many Depression-era couples, 
ran off to Bennettsville, S.C., just 
across the state line where you 
could do such things. They took 
another young couple with them as 
witnesses.

On returning home, Dad knocked 
on the door of  his in-law’s place 

and inquired of  his father-in-law, 
“Should I run?” To that, the man 
who would become my grandpa 15 
years later said, “I think you’ve run 
enough, Frank. Come on in.”

He did. And they worked it out 
for almost 60 years. Today, as I look 
at old photos, I try to imagine and 
understand that they were once 
young, a phase of  life I’ve passed 
by myself  some time ago. When I 
read through some of  the letters 
between my parents, written when 
my dad was working in another 
state, I feel as if  I’m eavesdropping. 
They might blush, but I think 
they’d forgive me.

It’s been said holidays serve as 
reminders, ways to stay grounded 
and appreciative. I’m pretty sure 
that’s what July 1 does for me. I 
hope you’ve got some “special days” 
on your heart, if  not on the calen-
dar. Celebrating them can be mighty 
good for a body.  

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham 
County and retired long-time man-
aging editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 
30 years. During most of  his time 
with the newspapers, he was also a 
bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

County’s health ‘report card’ is worth your read
The 300-plus page Chatham 

County Community Assess-
ment isn’t light reading, but 
perusing it and considering its 
findings is worth your time. 
And because it highlights some 
of  the most significant chal-
lenges faced by the county and 
its residents, it’s worth paying 
attention to.

The Assessment is pub-
lished every three years. It’s 
a collaborative project of  the 
Chatham Health Alliance, the 
Chatham County Public Health 
Department and Chatham 
Hospital and serves, among 
other things, to document the 
well-being of  Chatham County 
and its residents. 

It’s an invaluable tool that 
identifies pain points, if  you 
will, in the county — areas 
and aspects of  life in Chatham 
where hardships happen. It 
helps officials in health-related 
fields understand the needs 
that exist in the community, 
the underlying factors con-
tributing to problems and the 
availability of  resources to 
make improvements. 

The full report can be found 
on the county’s website at 
https://www.chathamcoun-
tync.gov/home/showpub-
lisheddocument/60843. We 
encourage you to read it; in the 
meanwhile, here are some of  
the more notable findings in 
this most recent Community 
Assessment — most of  which, 
if  you’ve read previous As-
sessments or have been paying 
attention to what’s happen-
ing here, are disappointingly 
familiar:

• the COVID-19 pandemic 
negatively impacted the health 
and well-being of  Chatham and 
its residents in a wide variety 
of  ways

• systemic racism, a historic 
problem that has persisted in 
many ways, continues to drive 
health inequities here

• priorities identified in ear-
lier Community Assessments 
— key challenges targeted 
in earlier studies — remain 
concerns. Among them: access 
to health care, healthy eating 
and active living, and economic 
resilience

• Chatham’s robust growth 
and development, while creat-
ing a myriad of  economic op-
portunities, will also create its 
own unique set of  challenges

Data findings from research 
done in preparation for the re-
port plainly show that, despite 
the high quality of  life in Cha-
tham County, too many of  its 
residents face areas of  distress. 
Among the most significant of  
those:

• 3 in 10 households face bar-
riers to proper health care

• about 1 in 10 residents don’t 
have health insurance. Those 
numbers are skewed heavily by 
non- and foreign-born citizens 
(58% and 39%, respectively) 
and those living in poverty 
(25%)

• 1 in 11 adults don’t have a 
health care provider, mostly 
because of  lack of  health in-
surance — meaning, when they 
got sick, they have no regular 
provider to turn to for care

• significant financial stress-
es are real for many residents. 
One in three say lack of  money 
is a primary source of  stress. 

Nearly 8,000 live at or below 
the national poverty line, with 
Black/African American and 
Hispanic/Latinx residents 
making up a disproportional 
number (four times as likely as 
others) of  those

• healthy living is still an 
obstacle, with more than one-
third of  residents dealing with 
obesity or weight issues (34%, 
up from 29% in 2018), and with 
32% of  high school students 
overweight. Not engaging in 
exercise or physical activi-
ty is far too common, with 
two-thirds of  residents saying 
they’re either too busy or too 
tired to do so

That’s a lot to be concerned 
about, and that’s just the key 
findings. The Chatham Health 
Alliance, according to the As-
sessment, has identified three 
areas of  strategic focus for 
its subcommittees right now: 
mental health and substance 
abuse, transportation, and 
employment. 

Among those, the mental 
health indicators in Chatham 
are the most troubling. Mental 

health indicators, perhaps as 
expected, worsened since the 
2018 Assessment. The per-
centage of residents reporting 
“high” levels of day-to-day stress 
and those who report “fair” or 
“poor” mental health increased 
marginally, but the number of  
residents experiencing anxiety 
or depression jumped signifi-
cantly, from 20% to a full one-
third (33%). Drug and alcohol 
use is up, as are unintentional 
overdose deaths, which have 
jumped “substantially.”

Clearly, there are opportuni-
ties for improvement, partic-
ularly in the gaps between 
Chatham’s “haves” and “have 
nots,” and for those residents 
who willingly, or through cir-
cumstance, make (sometimes 
exceedingly) poor choices. 

The Assessment is, in some 
ways, a health “report card” 
for the county and its people. 
As stakeholders, we should all 
know what it says. The News + 
Record will be following up on 
the report with a series of  re-
lated stories about its findings; 
stay tuned. 

Road trip to 
Pittsburgh

I drove U.S. Hwy. 15-501 to Interstate 64 to 
U.S. Hwy. 421 north — all roads that were 

very familiar to me from 
growing up in the Tar Heel 
State and living here for the 
past four years. In order to 
break the monotony of  this 
eight-hour drive to Pitts-
burgh, I decided to go old 
school and flip on the FM ra-
dio. I found a Top 40 station 
and boogied down the road, 
chuckling at that part of  my-
self  griping about the kids 
these days who don’t play 
their own instruments. And 

thinking, “When did grunge music become 
classic rock?”

I took U.S. Hwy. 52 across the state line into 
Virginia and past the billboard declaring “Vir-
ginia is for Lovers.” This is the state where I 
was married and our three kids were born. At 
the rest stop, another family’s toddler plopped 
down on the asphalt and refused to go any 
farther, causing my fellow father to sigh, “But 
we’re almost there!” I was sympathetic to his 
plight, but unlike him, I still had a long way to 
go on my trip.

On Interstate 77, still driving north, I let 
my mind drift east, along the New River in 
Virginia — ironically the oldest river in the 
U.S. — and the previous church I served, which 
was named after the Dublin across the pond. 
I remembered the babies I baptized in a holy 
trickle, who are now immersed in childhood, 
and the older people I still love, now buried in 
the old churchyard.

After going through a tunnel, I realized I was 
now in “Wild and Wonderful” West Virginia. I 
made a game of  counting the Jesus and strip 
club billboards. The tally was even until six 
signs in a row, all for Jesus, tipped the balance 
right outside of  Craigsville. Ironically, Craig is 
my father’s name. Eight years earlier, he and I 
drove the same U.S. Hwy. 19 on our way to see 
the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Chicago Cubs 
play baseball.

I went back to the radio: “Not everything is 
beautiful in the world, but there is beauty in 
it.” Even the banal sounds lovely in the voice 
of  Fiona Ritchie, host of  “The Thistle & Sham-
rock” on NPR, which played a wee bit of  songs 
from the old country on one of  West Virginia’s 
public radio stations. Then I heard a familiar 
Beatles tune, but this blackbird flew in Gaelic! 
The song was written during the struggle for 
Civil Rights, and I thought about how far our 
country had come and how far we still had to 
go.

With the sun setting behind the green hills, 
I finally crossed the Pennsylvania state line. 
Heading north on Interstate 79, I thought about 
my country — this land that I love, from its 
superhighways to dirt roads, bustling down-
towns to busted-down barns. These supposedly 
united states are now so divided and full of  
hostility.

Yet, for all its faults and complexities, its 
contradictions and cruelties, my country is 
still the grandiose idea of  liberty and justice 
for all. In 1630, John Winthrop caught this 
vision when he proclaimed, “We shall be as a 
city on a hill.”

Almost 400 years later, I took the North Shore 
exit under the Fort Pitt tunnel, which opened to 
a view of  the Steel City’s towering skyscrapers, 
all aglow. I was glad for the journey and hopeful 
for the way ahead.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”
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Elections really do matter 
There’s not much middle 

ground regarding the Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. 
Wade decision. 
I’ve listened to 
some praising 
our justices as 
well as others, 
usually louder, 
vilifying them. 
But after the 
rhetoric wanes 
a bit there is 
one common 
ground on 

which most all can agree: elec-
tions matter.

As often as not, the focus turns 
to the U.S. Supreme Court and 
the power of  a president to nom-
inate potential justices. Donald 
Trump appointed three, enough 
to determine the outcome of  the 
latest abortion decision.

Abortion will be on the ballot 
in North Carolina’s U.S. Senate 
contest between former Republi-
can Congressman Ted Budd and 
former Democratic N.C. Su-
preme Court Chief  Justice Cheri 
Beasley. Hoping to parlay cur-
rent strong emotions against the 
decision into votes, Beasley pro-
claims that, if  elected, she will 
join efforts to pass legislation 
allowing nationwide abortion. 
Budd is toeing the conservative 
Republican line in celebrating 
the court decision.

This race is tight. Recent poll-
ing has Budd with a narrow four-
point lead. The question becomes 
who can energize the voters to 
turn out. November is many 
months away and emotions may 
wane. While important, the 
major issue in this race is control 
of  the Senate. Democrats now 
hold a razor-thin plurality in the 
Senate and our contest could be 
the swing vote. It’s already an 
expensive and nasty fight.

It is unknown how the recent 
court decision might impact 
all 14 congressional races in 
our state. Democrats will try to 
arouse the abortion sentiment 

but the economy will be a major 
focus by Republican candidates. 
Again, North Carolina’s con-
gressional races could be pivotal 
in determining which party 
controls the U.S. House.

We also cannot predict wheth-
er the Roe decision will have 
an impact on critical appellate 
court elections in our state. Two 
Democratic justices on the N.C. 
Supreme Court have terms expir-
ing this year. Judge Robin Hud-
son chose not to run for another 
term because she is nearing the 
mandatory retirement age. Dem-
ocrat Lucy Inman and Republi-
can Richard Dietz, both judges 
on the Court of  Appeals, will be 
vying for Hudson’s seat. Incum-
bent justice Sam Ervin IV will be 
facing Republican Trey Allen for 
the other seat. Democrats now 
hold a slim 4-3 plurality on the 
high court. A single Republican 
win could result in a tie vote on 
crucial verdicts and if  Democrats 
lose both seats, partisan control 
of  the court swings Republican. 
There was a time when party af-
filiation was not so important in 
verdict outcomes, but that time 
has passed.

In addition, four of  our 15 
Court of  Appeals seats are up for 
grabs. Lower court rulings are 
appealed to this level, with three-
judge panels assigned to consider 
each case. Partisan rulings on 
this court are not usually as 
noticeable, but party affiliations 
in the makeup of  those panels 
sometimes determine who wins 
or loses. If  Democrats have a 
strong year it could lessen the 
current Republican 10-5 plural-
ity.

I cannot pass up the opportu-
nity to once again proclaim that 
the election of  North Carolina 
appellate court judges is archaic, 
promotes partisan divisions and 
does not serve justice. As things 
now stand, voters readily admit 
they do not know the qualifica-
tions or records of  those on the 
ballot; their primary determi-

nant appears to be party affilia-
tion. 

How does this serve justice? 
It doesn’t. Justice isn’t blind, no 
matter how much we want to 
believe it to be.

Lower down the ballot, but 
equally important, is the election 
of  all 170 members of  our Gen-
eral Assembly. It matters which 
party has more numbers because 
that party selects leadership. 
More significantly, the margin 
of  that plurality is important. 
North Carolina currently has a 
governor of  one party and the 
majority of  both our House and 
Senate of  another party. In mid-
term elections, the party of  the 
sitting president usually loses 
many seats.

Consider the consequenc-
es regarding abortion: North 
Carolina still allows abortions 
to take place, but Republican 
leadership is already indicating 
that if  they retain control of  the 
legislature next year, they intend 
to revisit those laws. You have to 
know that Governor Roy Cooper 
will veto any serious changes, 
so the numbers of  that plurality 
become the real determinant. 
If  Republicans have veto-proof  
or three-fifths majorities, they 
can override his veto. If  not, his 
decision will be sustained. Coo-
per has issued more vetoes than 
any previous governor and since 
2018, the last mid-term wave elec-
tion, all have been upheld.

Who will have the passion? 
Who will raise the most money 
and get out the vote? As we said 
at the beginning of  this piece, 
elections matter … and never 
more so than this year.

The decisions are in our hands.

Tom Campbell is a former 
assistant N.C. State Treasurer 
and was the creator/host of  N.C. 
SPIN, a weekly statewide tele-
vision discussion of  N.C. issues 
that aired on UNC-TV until 2020. 
Contact him at tomcamp@caro-
linabroadcasting.com.

Voter ID should have been settled
Movie sequels are almost 

always worse than the orig-
inal films. 
Notable 
exceptions, 
such as this 
summer’s 
“Top Gun: 
Maverick,” 
merely prove 
the rule. For 
every “Em-
pire Strikes 
Back,” 
there’s a 

“Highlander 2: The Quicken-
ing,” “Halloween Kills,” and 
“Police Academy 4: Citizens on 
Patrol.”

If  efforts to enact a vot-
er-identification requirement 
in North Carolina were a 
motion-picture franchise, 
the current box-office bomb 
would be titled something like 
“Carolina ID 5: Voters Against 
Democracy.” Its baldly im-
plausible plot is that self-styled 
defenders of  democracy have 
gone to court to overturn a 
voter-ID requirement added 
to the state constitution by a 
voter referendum. “Let the will 

of  the majority prevail,” warns 
one of  the supposed protago-
nists, “and that will destroy 
democracy!” 

As I have argued many 
times, an overwhelming 
preponderance of  evidence 
shows little-to-no effect of  ID 
requirements on voter turnout. 
In other words, progressives 
are mistaken when they claim 
such rules constitute voter sup-
pression. By the same token, 
conservatives are mistaken 
when they claim voter fraud 
would be rampant without ID 
requirements. (If  true, impos-
ing such a requirement should 
significantly reduce the num-
ber of  ballots cast. But that has 
never happened.) 

In reality, the types of  misbe-
havior to which voter IDs pose 
a barrier or deterrent — imper-
sonation fraud, most obviously, 
but also residency fraud — are 
rare but hardly nonexistent. 
Although nearly all electoral 
outcomes involve margins 
far too large to be determined 
by fraud, a handful of  illegal 
votes could be decisive in some 
local races or extreme circum-

stances. As long as require-
ments are clearly stated and 
citizens without an ID receive 
state assistance to get one, the 
policy is reasonable. Its modest 
benefits, in the form of  public 
confidence in elections and 
greater convenience for those 
previously lacking IDs, easily 
surpass its modest costs. 

Such arguments should have 
settled the matter years ago. 
In 2013, the General Assembly 
enacted an election-law bill 
that included voter ID among 
its provisions. Republican 
Pat McCrory, then governor, 
signed it into law. 

Progressive plaintiffs sued in 
federal court. They lost at the 
trial court. U.S. District Judge 
Thomas Schroeder concluded 
that however debatable the 
bill’s merits might be, there 
was no evidence of  discrimina-
tory intent or other violations 
of  federal laws or constitution-
al provisions.

The plaintiffs appealed. In 
2016, a three-judge panel of  the 
Fourth Court of  Appeals tossed 
aside Schroeder’s findings of  
fact — itself  a rare and ques-

tionable act — and famously 
proclaimed that the bill’s provi-
sions “target African Amer-
icans with almost surgical 
precision.” 

I bet you have heard that 
phrase many times since. But 
it never had any basis in fact. 
And it should never have been 
the last word. 

McCrory, House Speaker Tim 
Moore, and Senate Leader Phil 
Berger assumed that the state 
would appeal the decision to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. They had 
every reason to expect — and 
subsequent decisions in other 
cases have buttressed their 
expectation — that the Supreme 
Court would have overturned 
the Fourth Circuit and allowed 
North Carolina’s voter-ID rule 
to take effect. 

Roy Cooper defeated McCro-
ry to become governor. He and 
his Democratic replacement as 
attorney general, Josh Stein, 
surely agreed with the Republi-
cans that the state would likely 
prevail on appeal. So they 
sabotaged North Carolina’s 
case. They refused to appeal. 
Moore and Berger tried to 

do it themselves, using their 
own counsel, but the justices 
were apparently unsure who 
was representing whom and 
declined to accept it.

Cooper and Stein have never 
received the scorn they deserve 
for their misbehavior. Nev-
ertheless, I also hold the U.S. 
Supreme Court responsible for 
failing to sort the matter out 
properly back in 2017. Fortu-
nately, they’ve now done so in 
yet another installment in the 
franchise — perhaps Carolina 
ID 6: Disorder in the Court — by 
recently issuing an 8-1 decision 
affirming Moore and Berger’s 
right to hire legal representa-
tion on the state’s behalf  in yet 
another voter ID case.

The justices should have 
accepted that argument back 
in 2017. It would have saved 
us from some truly dreadful 
sequels.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. His 
latest books, Mountain Folk 
and Forest Folk, combine epic 
fantasy with early American 
history (FolkloreCycle.com).

Smithfield’s 
turnaround

In a colorful full-page ad in North Carolina newspa-
pers last week, Smithfield Foods touted its commitment 

to the environment.
It announced that good “doesn’t stop 

with our products — it’s in every-
thing we do. From our bold goals to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
30% across our U.S. value chain and 
become carbon negative in our U. S. 
economy-owned operations by 2030, 
two innovative programs under way 
to reduce waste and energy use, we’re 
committed to ensuring you not only 

taste the difference in Smithfield, but that we make one 
too.”

Is this the same Smithfield that was responsible for 
hog farms in eastern North Carolina that crowded thou-
sands of  animals into extreme confinement and ruined 
the lives of  families who lived nearby?

The answer is yes.
This change in Smithfield’s approach has been dra-

matic, but was not automatic.
It took lawsuits — a lot of  them — against Smithfield 

and the operators of  the hog farming facilities. These 
lawsuits were vigorously opposed by Smithfield.

The recent Smithfield advertisement features Kraig 
Westerbeek, vice president of  renewals, who “leads 
efforts in North Carolina and beyond to lessen our envi-
ronmental impact.”

Ironically, Westerbeek is an important character in 
a new book about Smithfield and about lawsuits that 
it thought it could win, but that instead brought about 
the changes outlined in the advertisement published in 
newspapers last week.

The litigation is chronicled in “Wastelands: The True 
Story of  Farm Country on Trial” by Corban Addison. 
The book shows how a small but representative group 
of  citizens with property adjoining or near Smithfield 
hog raising facilities brought the company to its knees.

In a foreword to “Wastelands,” famed author John 
Grisham writes that the book “is the uplifting, round-
by-round true story of  a bunch of  rural plaintiffs with 
no money and seemingly little hope, and the lawyers 
who smelled injustice and went to war on their behalf. 
In terms of  pure storytelling this book has all the cru-
cial elements that writers of  fiction constantly struggle 
to find.”

First, according to Grisham, there is the tort, the 
wrongdoing, the pollution. There is the unregulated, 
wholesale destruction of  property values and quality 
of  life by 2000 commercial hog farms in eastern North 
Carolina.

Second, there are “the sympathetic victims, the five 
hundred or so small landowners unlucky enough to 
have their lives ruined by massive hog farms next door.”

Third, there are “the delightfully evil bad guys” of  
“Big Pork.”

Fourth, there are the lawyers, led by Salisbury’s 
Mona Lisa Wallace, “who step into the ring and battle 
against heavy odds,” gaining one big verdict and even 
bigger settlements.

Grisham continues admiringly, “Never in my most 
creative moments could I have assembled such a color-
ful and memorable cast of  characters, and then blessed 
them with so riveting a set of  facts, and then guided 
them through the ins and outs and uncertainties of  
high-stakes litigation.

“Beautifully written, impeccably researched and told 
with the air of  suspense that few writers can handle, 
‘Wastelands’ is a story I wish I had written.”

One key piece of  the “Wastelands” story is how the 
group of  lawyers that Wallace assembled put together 
this cast of  hundreds of  small landowners whose lives 
and properties had been ruined by the operation of  
Smithfield and its predecessors.

Another key is how the lawyers turned the landown-
ers’ stories into winning lawsuits against Smithfield.

In a later column about “Wastelands,” we will see how 
this was done.

D.G. Martin hosted “North Carolina Bookwatch,” for 
more than 20 years.

To view prior programs: https://video.pbsnc.org/show/
nc-bookwatch/episodes/.
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produce a line of  premium 
battery-powered SUVs and 
the batteries to power them 
— creating 7,500 jobs with a 
projected investment of  at least 
$4 billion. 

That project was North 
Carolina’s first automobile 
manufacturing plant, with con-
struction starting this year and 
the first EVs (electric vehicles) 
scheduled to roll off the assem-
bly line in mid-2024. As far as 
this second major potential 
project in Chatham — widely 
anticipated, given activity at 
and interest in the CAM site — 
both chambers are expected to 
pass the proposed budget in the 
coming days. It would then be 
sent to Gov. Roy Cooper’s desk 
for final approval.

‘A lot of activity’
The bill does not specify the 

location of  the potential plant 
in Chatham. Fifty-five million 
dollars of  the state appropri-
ations, however, would go to 
Asheboro for infrastructure 
improvements to support the 
site. This suggests the location 
could be Siler City’s CAM site, 
which is located in western 
Chatham, along the Chatham/
Randolph county line, about 19 
miles east of  Asheboro.

Chatham County officials, as 
of  Tuesday, wouldn’t speculate 
on the timing of  any announce-
ments. County Manager Dan 
LaMontagne previously told 
the News + Record anticipation 
on all fronts is high.

“I’m just hoping really 
soon,” LaMontagne said. 
“We’re getting a lot of  activity 
[at the CAM site]. Of  course, 
I think the announcement 
of  VinFast is just showing 
everybody that this region of  
the state — and particularly 
Chatham County, with two 
megasites — is primed for this 
type of  development. So we’re 
seeing a lot of  attention.”

At a board of  commission-
ers’ meeting in June, LaMon-
tagne said “big, big companies” 
are looking at the CAM site. 

Michael Smith, president 
of  the Chatham Economic 
Development Corporation, said 

at the recent Triangle Business 
Journal “Corridors of  Oppor-
tunity” panel in Pittsboro there 
was high interest in the CAM 
site. 

A tenant should be in place 
at the CAM site “by the end 

of  this year, if  not earlier,” he 
said; he’s earlier told the News 
+ Record that the CAM site was 
the subject of  great interest 
among large manufacturers 
seeking to expand.

“At this stage, we continue 

to talk to various, several very 
large operations,” Smith said 
in June. “And we’re grateful 
that Tim [Booras, the CAM 
site’s co-owner] is such a great 
partner on that.”

Booras has told the News 

+ Record that interest in 
the CAM site — which also 
includes a 290-acre suppport 
site — has intensified since 
VinFast’s announcement.

No word from Wolfspeed
In a statement last Tuesday 

night, Wolfspeed said it “does 
not comment on external spec-
ulation or rumors about our 
business operations or plans.”

There has been some spec-
ulation in multiple media out-
lets that the CAM site tenant 
would be a chip manufac-
turing plant. Wolfspeed also 
seems to make sense given its 
investment in chip produc-
tion for car manufacturers, 
reports have said. In October, 
the company struck a deal 
with GM for its electric vehicle 
programs.

With VinFast already on 
the way, Wolfspeed would add 
thousands more advanced 
manufacturing jobs to the 
county, and continue growth.

Developer Kirk Bradley, who 
was involved in the ownership 
of  the TIP site, previously told 
the News + Record that also 
having the CAM site here — 
Chatham is the only county 
in N.C with two megasites — 
make the area’s near-term and 
long-term prospects “tremen-
dous.”

“Chatham is in a great 
location for doing well in 
the current environment for 
economic development,” he 
said. “What I’m calling the 
great ‘on-shoring’ as a result 
of  geo-political and pandemic 
supply chain issues will cause 
increased focus to be on Cha-
tham County as these projects 
look to locate in the U.S., be 
it a domestic or international 
company.”

The sites are unique, he said, 
but what they share — and 
what adds to their attractive-
ness — is their proximity to 
“significant workforce gener-
ation capacity, plus the ability 
for people to re-locate here due 
to new housing underway at 
Chatham Park,” according to 
Bradley.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

Courtesy Chatham-Siler City Advanced Manufacturing Site

A promotional map dislays the acreage and location of the Chatham-Siler Advanced 
Manufacturing (CAM) megasite. The 1,802-acre site is located in western Chatham County, 
at the Randolph County line. 

Courtesy Chatham-Siler City Advanced Manufacturing Site

The CAM megasite includes a 290-acre support site.

JOBS
Continued from page A1

Bob Atkinson, Atkinson Properties 
919-362-6999 or www.learnaboutland.com

-To learn more contact “The Land Man”-
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2021 Chatham County 
Community Assessment 
Report released to public
From Chatham County 

Government

PITTSBORO — Af-
ter several months of  
surveys, phone calls, 
research, Story Circles, 
writing, and editing, the 
2021 Chatham County 
Community Assess-
ment report is now live 
and available for public 
viewing.

The report can be 
found online at www.
chathamcountync.gov/
healthreports, with the 
executive summary avail-
able in both English and 
Spanish. 

The Assessment is a 
project of  the Chatham 
County Public Health De-
partment (CCPHD), Cha-
tham Health Alliance, 
and Chatham Hospital, 
and is produced every 
three years. Previously 
called the Community 
Health Assessment, the 
Community Assessment 
documents important 
information related to 
health and well-being 
in Chatham County, 
covering topics including 
health insurance, afford-
able housing, internet 
access, mental health, 
substance use, transpor-
tation, poverty, healthy 
eating and active living, 
employment, income, ma-
ternal health and much 
more.

The CCPHD has been 
posting data from the 
report online at www.
facebook.com/chatham-
health over the last few 
weeks and will continue 
to do so in the coming 
weeks.

“This year’s Communi-
ty Assessment provides 
a wealth of  information 
about Chatham County 
that everyone can learn 
from,” said Michael 
Zelek, director of  the 
Chatham County Pub-
lic Health Department. 
“Like many organiza-
tions and agencies, we 

use this information to 
direct our focus, plan 
programs, track progress 
and secure grant fund-
ing. I am grateful to the 
Assessment team that 
put together such a won-
derful report, centered 
around equity. 

“The Chatham Health 
Alliance is excited 
for this report to be 
published,” said Lara 
Kehle, Chair of  the Cha-
tham Health Alliance. 
“We hope that commu-
nity members see this 
data and respond with 
action. If  they need a 
place to start, they can 
join the Alliance and 
help us make Chatham 
County a healthier 
place to live, work and 
play.”

“Chatham Hospital is 
thrilled to have worked 
with the Chatham 
Health Alliance on this 
community assess-
ment,” said Eric Wolak, 

Chief  Operating Officer 
and Chief  Nursing Offi-
cer of  Chatham Hospi-
tal. “As the only acute 
care facility in Chatham 
County, this assessment 
helps us tremendously 
in understanding what 
the community needs 
and wants from us. We 
look forward to work-
ing with the Chatham 
Health Alliance on find-
ing some solutions to 
some of  these complex 
issues.” 

To learn more about 
the Chatham County 
Public Health De-
partment, visitwww.
chathamcountync.gov/
publichealth or www.
facebook.com/chatham-
health. To learn more 
about the Chatham 
Health Alliance, visit-
www.chathamhealthal-
liancenc.org. To learn 
more about Chatham 
Hospital, visitwww.cha-
thamhospital.org.

Siler City Police 
Department makes 

operational changes
CN+R Staff Reports 

SILER CITY — The Siler City 
Police Department implemented a 
number of  operational changes last 
Friday, including limiting lobby 
hours  and discontinuing accepting 
service calls through the Siler City 
department. 

The department will continue to 
provide police services to the commu-
nity 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
The department’s lobby will be open to 
the public for administrative services 
7 a.m. until 11 p.m, Monday through 
Friday, but closed weekends and town 
holidays. 

Additionally, the police depart-
ment will discontinue being the 
agency dispatching officers to calls 
for service. All emergency calls and 
non-emergency calls are now dis-
patched from the Chatham County 
911 center. Residents should report 
emergencies by calling 911 and 
can place non-emergency calls and 
request informational services by 
calling 919-542-2911.

“This operational change will 
streamline methods of  reporting, 
dispatching police services, improving 
response times while continuing to 
enhance communications and safety 
issues,” Siler City Police Chief  Mike 
Wagner said.

Wagner said one of  the reasons for 
the administrative change is to ensure 
officers are able to respond efficiently 
and quickly. 

“People are still using our main 
number to the police department to 
request police services and emer-
gency services, which is clearly out 
of  date and not safe,” he said. “If  
someone calls 911, the dispatch cen-
ter that we’re going to simply just 
dispatches to us, and we dispatch to 
our officers, which adds a level of  
communication in there, and that 
decreases our response time. So it’s 

all about efficiency and better serv-
ing the public.”

Other municipalities in the state have 
transferred their dispatching services 
to their respective counties call cen-
ters, according to Wagner, and it has 
had a positive impact on those towns’ 
response times. 

Not only will the transfer to Cha-
tham’s dispatch center help with 
response times, but it will also save 
money for Siler City, according to the 
police chief. 

“The dispatch center is very costly 
and takes a lot to staff it fully,” Wagner 
said. “In my three years here, we’ve al-
ways had a shortage in that area, as far 
as being able to staff it fully. So there 
is some taxpayer money that’s been 
reallocated to other services, which I 
think is a good stewardship of  taxpayer 
money.”

The police department lobby now 
will be closed during town holidays 
and will be open from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
on weekdays. Wagner said this won’t 
impact police services — they will 
continue to operate on a 24/7 sched-
ule. 

“The town is still the primary law 
enforcement agency for the town, not 
the Sheriff’s Office,” Wagner said. 
“We just want to ensure now as we 
move forward with reorganization 
in other departments, we want to 
continue to make sure that we are 
meeting the needs of  our community 
and the decisions we make are just 
based upon like jurisdictions and 
best practices.”

More information about the Siler 
City Police Department can be found 
at www.silercity.org  and more 
information about Chatham County 
Emergency Communications can 
be found at www.chathamcountync.
gov/911.

Reporter Taylor Heeden contributed to 
this story. 

Courtesy of Chatham County

The cover of the just-released Community 
Assessment.



OBITUARIES

LUCILLE PACE DOUGLAS

March 11, 1943 ~ June 27, 2022
Lucille Pace Douglas, 79, of  

Broadway, passed away peace-
fully at her home on Monday, 
June 27, 2022.

There will be a graveside 
service at a later date.

She was the daughter of  the 
late Howard and Dannie Haire 
Pace. She was also preceded in 
death by her husband, Ger-
ald Wayne Douglas; brother 
Odell Pace, and sister Evelyn 
Cranford. Mrs. Douglas was 
the previous owner of  House of  
Lights of  Sanford.

Surviving relatives in-
clude a son, Jody Douglas of  
Broadway; a daughter, Jackie 
Douglas Adams of  Wellesley, 
Massachusetts; brothers, El-
dridge Pace, Edward Pace and 
H.T. Pace of  Olivia; and four 
grandchildren. 

There will be a graveside at a 
later date.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.                                                     

NINA GRIMES HAIRE

June 23, 1935 ~ July 2, 2022
Nina Grimes Haire, 87, of  

Erwin, passed away Saturday, 
July 2, 2022, at the Harnett 
Woods Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center.

Graveside services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 
6, 2022, at the Erwin Memorial 
Park, with the Rev. Donald Haire 
and Tommy Futrell officiating.  

She was the daughter of  Ev-
erett Denson Grimes and Susie 
Catherine Barbour Grimes. 
She was a retired seamstress. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents and her husband 
Andrew Haire. 

Survivors include her son, 
Gary L. Riddle of  Roseboro; 
sisters; Rhonda G. Melvin of  
Erwin, and Linda G. Faircloth 
of  Virginia Beach, Virginia; 
brother, Stephen E. Grimes of  
Dunn; three grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

Online condolences can be 
made to www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

PEARLIE MAE THOMPSON

April 25, 1942 ~ June 23, 2022
Pearlie Mae Thompson, 80, 

departed this life on June 23, 
2022, at Central Carolina Hos-
pital in Sanford.

The funeral service was held 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at 7 
p.m. at Calvary United Pente-
costal Church with Rev. Steve 
Simpson officiating. She will be 
buried in Pinelawn Memorial 
Park, Farmingdale, N.Y.

Pearlie Mae was the daughter 
of the late Pete and Rosa Wright. 
In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by sisters, 
Rosa Lee and Lorrine and 
four brothers, Arthur, Eddie, 
Peter and Wallace,and an infant  
grandson, Jeremiah and her 
husband, Gerald Thompson. 
Pearlie worked for Montgomery 
Wards and later, she worked 
private care health care. 

Survivors include her son, 
Robert Earl Wright; daugh-
ters, Monique Thompson and 
Unique Heyward; sisters, 
Ethel, Jeanette, Brenetta and 
Alberta, all of  South Caroli-
na; 11 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JONATHAN BRAYDEN 
COTTON

October 28, 2000 ~ June 24, 2022
Jonathan Brayden Cotton, 

21, of  Sanford, passed away 
Friday, June 24, 2022, at New 
Hanover Regional Medical 
Center in Wilmington.

A Celebration of  Life was 
held Saturday, July 2, 2022, at 
11 a.m. at the John B. Thomas 
Gathering Place. 

Brayden was a graduate of  
Lee County Senior High School 
and completed his Associates 
Degree at Central Carolina 
Community College. He then 
chose to enter the Marine Me-
chanic Program at Cape Fear 
Community College.

He is survived by his father, 
Clay DeMent of Wilmington; his 
mother, Kristy Cotton Frye of  
Sanford; and grandparents Phil 
and Brenda Cotton of Sanford.

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
has set up a memoriam for Jon-
athan Brayden Cotton. Dona-
tions can be made to Lee Coun-
ty High School (earmarked for 
baseball) and mailed to Lee 
County High School, 1708 Nash 
Street, Sanford, N.C. 27330. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JOSEPH RICKY  
ST. DENIS

Joseph Ricky St. Denis, 69, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022, at Duke 
University Medical Center in 
Durham. 

Celebration of  life ser-
vices will be held by the 
family.

Joseph was the son of  Betty 
Lou Cavers St. Denis and 
Joseph Ernest St. Denis. He 
was preceded in death by his 
father and his brother, Robin 
St. Denis. A veteran of  the 
United States Navy, he served 
in Vietnam; a registered 
nurse, he had a long career 
as a psychiatric and traveling 
nurse. 

Surviving is his moth-
er, Betty Lou St. Denis of  
Wesley Chapel, Florida; 
his wife, Gretchen Ann 
Bongort St. Denis of  the 
home; daughters, Raegan St. 
Denis Ladenburger of  Camp 
Verde, Arizona, and Aleah 
Salsman of  Georgetown, 
Kentucky;  sisters, Patricia 
St. Denis Forman of  Wesley 
Chapel, Florida, Joanne St. 
Denis Johnson of  Cadyville, 
N.Y.; and seven grandchil-
dren.  

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.  

 

GEORGE  
DAVID REAVES

April 1, 1936 ~ June 17, 
2022

Deacon George David 
Reaves, 86, passed away 
Friday, June 17, 2022, in 
Durham. 

His funeral service was 
held July 2, 2022 at Alston 
Chapel United Holy Church 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. with 
burial following in the church 
cemetery.

He was the son of  the late 
Thomas and Della Reaves.

BARBARA  
LEE HILL

March 19, 1947 ~ June 25, 
2022 

Barbara “Big Sister” Lee 
Hill passed away on Saturday, 
June 25, 2022, at SECU Hospice 
Home in Pittsboro. 

She was the daughter of   the 
late James Lewis and Helen 
Hill. 

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, July 1, 2022, 
at St. Mark United Church of  
God.

HERMAN RICHARD NEAL  
August 18, 1930 ~ July 2, 2022
Herman Richard Neal, 91, of  San-

ford, passed away on Saturday, July 
2, 2022.

He was born in Lee County on 
August 18, 1930, to the late William 
Henry Neal and Myrtle Eudera 
Brown Neal. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by 
his first wife, Mildred Knight Neal; 
sisters, Beverly McBride, Odessa 
Neal Oldham; brothers, Roy Neal, 
Lincoln Neal; and a son, Herman 

Richard Neal, Jr. He was a true Christian man who graduat-
ed from Deep River School in 1949 and played many sports. 
He loved the UNC Tar Heels and Boston Red Sox. He never 
met a stranger. He enjoyed all the people he encountered 
along the way. He was a member of  the Exchange Club and 
Moose Club. After 28 years, he retired as a Customer Service 
Manager for the Short Stop Corp.

Surviving relatives include his wife, Juanita Fowler Neal; a 
daughter, Loretta Neal Poe and James; a step-son, Dan Fowler 
and Joan; brothers, Clarence Neal and Rosa, Foster Neal and 
Nancy, Vance Neal and Deloris; sisters, Frances Neal Carter 
and Ralph Harrison, and Helen Patnode; seven grandchildren; 
ten great-grandchildren; and two great-great grandchildren.

Visitation was held Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
with funeral service beginning at 11 a.m. at St. Luke United 
Methodist Church. Dr. Calvin Sayles and Rev. Eddie Hill 
officiated. Burial followed in Lee Memory Gardens.

In lieu of  flowers, make donations to Bright Focus Foun-
dation for Macular Degeneration at 1-800-437-2423.

Arrangements by Bridges-Cameron Funeral Home, Sanford. 
Condolences may be made at www.bridgescameronfuner-

alhome.com

HAZEL ‘PAT’ PATTERSON STONE   

February 15, 1935 ~ July 1, 2022

Hazel “Pat” Patterson Stone, 87, of  
Siler City passed away on July 1, 2022 
at her home.

Pat was the daughter of  Glover K. 
and Ella Frances Nordan Patterson. 
Mrs. Stone began her career at Dolly 
Madison Beauty Shop. Later in life, 
she became the owner and operator 
of  Pat’s Beauty Shop. She attended 
Troutman Beauty School and was 
a member of  Loves Creek Baptist 

Church where she was in the Ladies Sunday School Class as 
well as a member of  the church choir. Pat loved gardening, 
cooking, going to Windy Hill, and was an avid Carolina Tar 
Heel fan. In her free time, Pat volunteered at the Coven-
try House where she would lead bingo. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Jim W. 
Stone Sr.; son, Jim “Jimmy” Stone Jr.; brothers, James C. 
Patterson, Carl Patterson, and Nelson Patterson; and sister, 
Lois Allen.

Pat is survived by her daughter Pattie Stone Turner and 
husband Steve of  Jamestown; grandchildren, Justin Stone, 
Jared Stone, Hannah Rhem (Adam), Leah Turner, Micah 
Turner; and brother, Lee Patterson of  Sanford.

The family received friends on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, 
from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. at Loves Creek Baptist Church. 
Funeral services will follow at 11:a.m. with Rev. Kenny 
Black officiating. Interment will follow in the church ceme-
tery.

The family would like to specially thank Jeanne Lamb, 
Alexis Quinn, Crystal Hurley, Selena Alston, Von Ferrar, 
Brittney Hart, and several others for the special care that 
they gave to Pat. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Loves Creek 
Baptist Church, 1745 E. 11th St. Siler City, N.C. 27344.

Online condolences to the Stone family may be made at 
www.smithbucknerfh.com.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is serving the Stone 
family.
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2 Central Carolina 
Community College youth 

camps to start July 11
PITTSBORO — Central Carolina 

Community College is starting its “Kids 
Cooking Class” from July 11-14 where 
kids aged post-kidergarten to 9 years 
old will learn to prepare simple meals. 
They will cook snacks, desserts and 
lunches and eat snacks that come in-
cluded with the price of  the camp. The 
camp will take place at CCCC Chatham 
Main Campus in Pittsboro. Learn more 
about this CCCC summer youth camp 
at www.cccc.edu/ecd/find-classes/.

Another program set between July 
11-21 is “The Art of  Sewing for Youth” 
where children from the ages of  12-16 
will learn the basics of  sewing, under-
stand and learn how to use a sewing 
machine. They will also learn to select 
fabrics, needles and threads, in addi-
tion to learning how to sew safely. This 
program will also take place at the 
CCCC Chatham Main Campus in Pitts-
boro. Learn more about this CCCC 
youth summer camp at www.cccc.
edu/ecd/find-classes/. To register or 
for more information, contact Beverly 
Diniz at 919-545-8663 or at bdini752@
cccc.edu.

Sharon Dickens gets  
Edward Jones Award for 
exceptional achievement

Sharon Dickens of  the financial 
services firm Edward Jones in North 
Chatham County recently earned 
the firm’s Jack Phelan Award for her 
exceptional achievement in building 
client relationships.

Dickens was one of  only 1,946 Edward 
Jones financial advisors to receive the 
Jack Phelan award. 

The award is named after Jack Phel-
an who, after joining the firm in 1950, 
became one of  the firm’s first “TNT” 

brokers, traveling the countryside 
Tuesday through Thursday, bringing 
investment advice to rural investors 
and contributing to the well-being of  
his clients, colleagues and community.

Dickens was presented with the 
award at the Edward Jones regional 
meeting at the Grove Park Inn in Ashe-
ville.

Edward Jones provides financial 
services in the U.S. and through its 
affiliate in Canada. The firm’s nearly 
19,000 financial advisors serve more 
than 8 million clients with a total of  $1.7 
trillion in client assets under care.

 —CN+R staff reports

Rotary Club of Pittsboro celebrates year of growth, service
From the Rotary Club  

of Pittsboro

PITTSBORO — The Rotary Club of  
Pittsboro held its annual installation 
banquet on June 22, and had a lot to 
celebrate. 

The club experienced a record 
year of  membership, adding 17 new 
members since July 2021, for a total 
of  42 members. Pittsboro Rotary also 
coordinated and participated in more 
than 15 service projects throughout 
the community, including an ongoing 
Meals on Wheels route, art and school 
supply drives for local children, quar-
terly cleanup with Adopt A Highway, 
food collection and turkey donation 
to CORA, and participated in the Haw 
River Cleanup. The club also award-
ed three Chatham County seniors 
with $1,000 scholarships. Fundraisers 
included the Pittsboro Street Fair Trike 
Race and virtual Bingo nights. And this 
year the club will be hosting the Pitts-
boro Street Fair October 29, which will 
become its largest fundraising event, 
for many years to come. 

At the banquet, outgoing Rotary 
President Katie Walker passed the 

torch to Patrick Walsh, who will be 
president for the next year. She credits 
the Pittsboro business community for 
the club’s successful year, and looks 
forward to the upcoming year under 
Wash’s leadership. 

“Having the opportunity to be part 
of  this amazing team of  people over the 
last year in the Rotary Club of  Pitts-

boro has been an honor,” said Walker. 
“Because of  the awesome work done by 
our team of  local business profession-
als, we have seen a year of  rebuilding 
and tremendous growth for our club.”

Walker also credits the growth of  the 
club to Roger Saunders, who was hon-
ored as Rotarian of  the Year. Saunders 
joined Rotary in February 2021 and hit 
the ground running — he is co-chair-
person of  the Membership Committee 
with past president Eric Williams, and 
also serves on the Speaker/Club Sched-
ule Committee. 

Saunders said that after his retire-
ment in 2020 he was looking for a way 
to get involved, and after one Zoom 
meeting with Rotary he knew he’d 
found the perfect avenue for service. 

“The values of  Rotary resonate with 
me,” Saunders said. “In the Pittsboro 
Club, I’ve found friends, networked 
with community professionals, and 
engaged in Club service through 
committees. I’m honored to be called a 
Rotarian.”

“Eric (Williams) and Roger (Saun-
ders) developed an organized system of  
attracting and onboarding new Rotar-
ians, and Roger has been the driving 

force in helping revive and rebuild 
our club since the height of  COVID,” 
Walker said. “Roger’s leadership and 
dedication was unparalleled in the past 
year, and so deserving of  the honor of  
Rotarian of  the Year.”

Connolly Walker also received the 
Big Impact Award, for her unwaver-
ing passion for Rotary, and ensuring 
the club is represented not only in the 
Chatham community, but throughout 
Rotary’s District 7690. 

Current President Walsh is grateful 
for the opportunity to serve the club 
and the Pittsboro community and looks 
forward to the upcoming year.

“We are very fortunate to have many 
of  the past presidents continuing to 
serve in leadership roles,” said Walsh. 
“They have created a solid foundation 
for our young club, and this form of  
collective leadership is proving to be 
a strong asset in reaching our goals of  
service. I look forward to expanding the 
reach of  Rotary to our community.” 

The Rotary Club of  Pittsboro meets 
each Wednesday at noon at Postal Fish 
Company in Pittsboro. To learn more 
about the club, attend a meeting or visit 
www.facebook.com/rotarypbo. 

Courtesy of the Rotary Club of Pittsboro

Rotarian of the Year Roger Saunders 
poses with Katie Walker, the 
outgoing President of Rotary Club 
of Pittsboro.
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panel ruling. 
Robinson stepped back Lee’s 

ruling slightly last year by 
ruling last year’s state budget 
left the plan $785 million short 
of  being fully funded. Robinson 
also removed Lee’s require-
ment that the state treasurer, 
state controller and state bud-
get director transfer the money 
to fund the plan.

The next step in the case is 
the state Supreme Court will 
hear oral arguments on the 
case on August 29, including 
whether the courts can order 
the additional funding.

‘Disheartened’  
by state budget

While Chatham County is 
not designated as one of  the 
low-income districts to re-
ceive additional support, that 
doesn’t mean funding from the 
Leandro plan wouldn’t help the 
district. 

According to EveryChild 
NC, Chatham County Schools 
would gain an additional $18.7 
million over three years. The 
advocacy organization has 
a calculator to examine the 
impact the additional funding 
could have on each district. For 
CCS, it would mean 46 more 
teacher assistants, five com-
munity school coordinators, 
62 more nurses, psychologists, 
counselors and social work-
ers, 140% more in textbooks, 
supplies and instructional 
materials and $1,286/teacher 

for professional development.
Overall, the funding from 

Leandro would represent a 32% 
increase in annual funding to 
CCS from the state.

CEF’s Detzi said the impact 
of  the plan is clear, but the 
state is running out of  time to 
make the necessary changes. 

“Unless N.C. makes a quick 
and enormous investment 
in teacher pay, support per-
sonnel pay and increases the 
number of  students entering 
N.C. colleges for the teaching 
profession, these funds will 
be worthless to districts,” 
Detzi said. “N.C. will have lost 
too many educators to other 
surrounding states and other 
professions that pay more for 
bachelor-level positions.”

According to the 2022 Teacher 
Working Conditions Survey, 
about 7.2% of teachers, librar-
ians, school counselors, social 
workers and psychologists said 
their immediate plan was to quit 
education altogether, up from 
about 4% in 2020 and in 2018. 

In Chatham County, 7.4% of  
the more than 750 educators 
who responded to the survey 
said they are considering leav-
ing education. That’s part of  
why Detzi said it’s so important 
for the state to act and fund 
this plan.

“By continuing to decrease 
the importance of the role pub-
lic education plays in the N.C. 
economy and society at large, 
the state will continue to lose 
teachers to surrounding states 
and families to states where pub-
lic education is higher funded 
and of higher importance to the 
legislature,” Detzi said. “The 

Chatham Education Foundation 
is disheartened that the state 
of N.C. refuses to fully fund the 
court-mandated Leandro plan 
and continues to underfund and 
undermine the public schools 
system in N.C. This year, the 
state has underfunded the Lean-
dro plan by $443 million on top 
of last year’s $200 million.”

Beyond the numbers, Mary 
Kolek, the chairperson of  
CEF’s board of  directors, said 
she believes the new budget 
is troubling because it doesn’t 
move the needle forward on 
any one particular issue.

“If  your entire house infra-
structure is old, outdated and 
has been neglected or patch-
worked, it is unwise to keep 
ordering cases of  duct tape,” 
Kolek said. “Especially if  you 
have more than enough in the 
coffers to make all the updates 
needed, as does N.C.”

The coffers Kolek is referring 
to are the estimated $6 billion in 
cash reserves the state has on 
hand. She said the new budget 
underfunds education while 
placing increased emphasis and 
eligibility on voucher programs 
for charter schools. 

Detzi said underfunding 
also puts more pressure on 
local legislators to fill in the 
gaps. While state accounts for 
most of  the funding to public 
schools, anything not provided 
by the state is up to the Cha-
tham County Board of  Com-
missioners.

‘Do more  
if they have more’

The new Chatham County 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 budget 
allocates $56.9 million to Cha-
tham County Schools including 
$105,000 to support the opening 
of  the new Central Services 
building and Chatham Reads 
literacy program and $820,000 to 
implement a new hybrid model 
for the teacher supplements. 

Detzi and other CEF mem-
bers said the commissioners do 
a good job funding and prior-
itizing education, but there’s 
only so much they can do.

One person who under-
stands both sides of  the need 
for Leandro is Commissioner 
Robert Logan. Prior to joining 
the board, he served as North 
Carolina Assistant Superin-
tendent for the Department of  
Public Instruction, the super-
intendent in two other districts 
(including Chatham) and an 
educator in eight different 
districts in North Carolina 
over his career. Logan has also 
testified to multiple state Su-
preme Court committees about 
the importance of  funding 
Leandro. 

He said seeing the case from 
a political, and not an adminis-
trative, viewpoint proves, in his 
mind, the need for additional 
state funding.

“There is a direct correlation 
between the amount of  funding 
or the amount of  resources 
that a school district has, that 
children receive, to the quality 
of  education that those chil-
dren receive,” Logan said. “A 
ZIP code should never deter-
mine the future of  a child and 
their educational experience.”

He said CCS does better 
than average in funding public 

education, but that’s because it 
generates higher than average 
tax revenues. Last month, the 
commissioners affirmed their 
dedication to funding public 
education by signing a reso-
lution from EveryChild NC 
urging the General Assembly 
to fund Leandro.

Later in June, Karen Howard, 
the chairperson of the Chatham 
Commissioners, reaffirmed 
the board’s commitment to the 
cause by signing an amicus 
brief  from the North Carolina 
Early Education Coalition.

“Leandro is an opportunity 
for our state to advance equity, 
change systems, and deliver on 
the promise of  an opportunity 
for every child to fulfill their 
potential,” the brief  said. “This 
is an investment that we can’t 
afford not to make. We stand in 
support of  the court’s order to 
fulfill the obligation to provide 
every child with a sound, basic 
education beginning in early 
childhood.”

Logan said local tax reve-
nues end up being the main 
determinant of  how much 
locales are able to fund their 
respective school districts. He 
said he believes this ends up 
inhibiting access to a “sound, 
basic education.”

“Chatham is fortunate in 
what it is able to do,” Logan 
said. “But all school districts 
can use more, all school dis-
tricts can do more if  they have 
more.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

LEANDRO
Continued from page A1

Untreated wastewater 
discharged into Harlands Creek; 

minimal impact expected
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Chatham 
County Public Utilities re-
ported untreated wastewater 
discharge in Harlands Creek 
last week, but minimal damage 
was expected, officials say. 

The discharge was reported 
Thursday morning, June 23.

“County staff discovered the 
discharge at a manhole located 
along N.C. 64 Highway,” Cha-
tham County Utilities said in a 
statement, “approximately 800 
feet east of  Renaissance Drive 
in Pittsboro.”

Utilities officials said the dis-
charge was about 2,000 gallons, 
but the damage was lessened 
later that morning. Officials 
told the News + Record the 
pipe has since been completely 
repaired. 

“The cause of  the discharge 
was due to a pipe failure 
inside the manhole that 
overflowed,” Utilities officials 

said in a statement. “Utilities 
crews immediately worked 
to repair the pipe and reme-
diate the spill. The untreated 
wastewater from this pipe 
failure discharged into an un-
named tributary of  Harlands 
Creek.”

Harlands Creek is a more 
than 10 mile-long tributary out-
side of  Pittsboro which flows 
south to the Rocky River.

Chatham County previously 
had one other sanitary sewer 
overflow into a tributary of  
Harlands Creek, back on Sep-
tember 11, 2020. The discharge 
was about 3,000 gallons and 
was caused by pipe failure 
inside a manhole. 

“The potential impact of  
this sewage discharge of  2,160 
gallons to Harlands Creek is 
very minimal considering the 
low volume,” Chatham County 
Utilities Director Blake Mills 
told the News + Record. “The 
discharge was not directly into 
Harlands Creek. It was through 

the top of  the manhole, which 
entered a dry ditch that has 
to travel at least 1,200 feet to 
get to a tributary of  Harlands 
Creek.”

Mills said the impact is mea-
sured using the potential num-
ber of  gallons of  sewage that 
would reach Harlands Creek as 
a result of  the sanitary sewer 
overflow.  

He said when utilities 
services found the overflow, it 
was immediately blocked with 
dirt.

“[We] used a vacuum pump 
to remove the standing water, 
removed from the site dirt that 
was exposed to the sewage and 
spread lime on the impacted 
areas which will act to neu-
tralize the sewage,” Mills said. 

The N.C. Dept. of  Environ-
mental Quality’s Division 
of  Water Quality Raleigh 
Regional Office was notified 
of  the event within the 24-
hour requirement. For more 
information, contact Mills at 

919-542-8238.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 

be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

Hispanic Liaison, other advocates file complaint 
over NCDESC language access discrimination  

CN+R Staff Report

RALEIGH — The North Carolina 
Justice Center, American Civil Lib-
erties Union of  North Carolina, and 
Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy 
filed an administrative complaint June 
29 on behalf  of  the Hispanic Liaison of  
Chatham County/El Vínculo Hispano. 

The complaint, filed with the U.S. 
Dept. of  Labor’s Office of  Civil Rights 
(USDOL) against the N.C. Dept. of  
Commerce Division of  Employment 
Security (NCDES) alleges inadequate 
language access for unemployment 
benefit claimants in North Carolina. 
The organizations request that USDOL 
investigate NCDES for violations of  
Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964. 
Title VI guarantees that persons with 
limited English proficiency (LEP) have 
meaningful access to federally funded 
services such as unemployment bene-
fits. Failure to provide language access 
services is a form of  national origin 
discrimination.   

The complaint alleges that NCDES 
failed to provide a way for LEP unem-
ployment benefits claimants to identify 
and request services in their primary 
language. According to the complaint, 
NCDES failed to provide equitable ser-
vice for LEP claimants through their 
online, telephone, and written com-
munication systems, failed to provide 
adequate staff training, and did not 
efficiently manage the claims process 

for LEP applicants.    
“Failure to provide meaningful 

language access has critical effects on 
the lives of  people who need unemploy-
ment benefits and puts our immigrant 
communities at risk, especially in the 
context of  the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
said Michele Delgado, Staff Attorney 
with the ACLU of  North Carolina. “We 
urge the North Carolina Division of  
Employment Security to completely 
translate all vital unemployment insur-
ance documents and ensure processes 
are more equitable for all North Car-
olinians, regardless of  the languages 
they use. As a state, North Carolina can 
and should do better.”  

Although the significant increase 
in unemployment benefits applicants 

during the COVID-19 pandemic exac-
erbated language access barriers at NC-
DES, this is not the first time advocates 
have called attention to the agency’s 
failure to abide by Title VI. NCDES was 
formerly subject to a 2016 settlement 
agreement resulting from a Title VI 
investigation by USDOL.   

After entering into the settlement 
agreement, NCDES later transitioned 
to a new online claimant portal that 
has yet to be adapted for LEP claim-
ants, resulting in a failure to comply 
with many of  the underlying issues 
identified in that settlement. The new 
online portal does not provide a way for 
individuals to complete tasks neces-
sary to receive unemployment benefits 
in any language other than English. 
As a result, LEP clients must use the 
telephone line to conduct necessary 
business related to their unemployment 
benefits. Claimants experienced signif-
icant delays and holds when calling the 
telephone line, and received inconsis-
tent services due to NCDES outsourc-
ing its call center during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Using the telephone line still 
involves considerable delays while LEP 
clients await interpreters, and the auto-
mated phone system has limited menu 
options for non-English speakers.   

Additionally, NCDES does not mail 
out documents in languages other than 
English, despite having translated 
copies of  these documents. Clients who 
need a document in a language other 

than English must seek it out on the 
NCDES website or call NCDES and wait 
for an interpreter to receive individual-
ized information.  

NCDES services are only provided 
through the online portal or phone 
system. LEP clients do not have the 
opportunity to go to a local office for 
in-person assistance.  

The organizations involved with the 
complaint made repeated efforts to 
ensure that NCDES provide the legally 
required language access services, but 
the state agency has yet to rectify or 
expand its services for LEP claimants.  

“NCDES has long been aware of  
their obligations to provide adequate 
language access,” said Carol Brooke, 
Senior Staff Attorney with the North 
Carolina Justice Center. “While under 
a settlement agreement with USDOL, 
NCDES revamped its online system 
without considering the needs of  LEP 
individuals. We hope that this com-
plaint will result in online and tele-
phone systems accessible to speakers of  
high-frequency languages, training for 
staff, and complete translations of  vital 
documents to ensure reasonable access 
to these vital benefits.”   

For more information, contact Carol 
Brooke, senior attorney, North Car-
olina Justice Center, at carol@ncjus-
tice.org, or Ilana Dubester, executive 
director, Hispanic Liaison of  Chatham 
County/El Vínculo Hispano, at ilana@
evhnc.org or 919-260-6210.

CN+R file photo

Ilana Dubester, the founder and 
executive director of the Hispanic 
Liaison in Siler City.

Photo via U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ESRI Project

A map showing Harlands Creek, the site of a recent raw 
sewage spill in Pittsboro.
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REAL ESTATE
SEVERAL ACRES of land with 
mature timber is for sale. Lo-
cated near 5300 Old US 421S, 
Bear Creek, NC 27207. Call 
410-655-5146 to inquire., Jn30-
Au25,9tp   

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
BEAUTY SALON FOR RENT, 
prime established location. 
Call Butch Hudson, 919-545-
1795. Jn16- Au4,8tp

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 9 
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for 
more information, TDD #1-
800-735-2962, Equal housing 
opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
APARTMENT LIQUIDATION 
SALE; 2 bedroom apartment. 
All furniture and contents for 
sale. Nice furniture. Living, 
Kitchen, 2 bedrooms -  Every-
thing must go. Wed, Thurs, Fri, 
Sat., July-13/14/15/16, 8 a.m. 
to 4 daily. Cash only. Reason-
able prices. 205 S. 10th Ave., 
Cardinal Chase Apts. #A5. Siler 
City. Jy7,14,2tp

TV ANTENNA SALE - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 North Third Avenue, Siler 
City. 919-227-6698. D30,tfnc

AUTO FOR SALE 
2000 NISSAN QUEST -  164k 
Runs good. Air and Heat work. 
Good Tires. Body Good. All 
around good buy for $2400 
firm. Call John 205-960-6780. 
Leave message. Jy7,14,2tp 

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BRO0KERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 

charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FURNITURE UPHOLSTERERS 
NEEDED, Charter Furniture, 
Liberty, NC - $2500 Signing 
bonus to those candidates 
who have a min. of 2 years 
furniture Upholstery experi-
ence with a licensed furniture 
company; Signing bonus of 
$2500 payable in three install-
ments as per the following: 
$500 paid after 3 months of 
continuous employment, 
$1000.00 paid after 6 months 
of continuous employment; 
$1,000 paid after 12 months of 
continuous employment - All 
payments subject to normal 
taxes and withholding. -- Po-
sition Summary: Upholster 
inside sections of furniture 
such as chairs and sofas, uti-
lizing knowledge of upholstery 
materials and methods. Fit, 
install and secure material 
on frames, using hand tools, 
glue, cement, and/or staples.  
-- Duties/Responsibilities: Lists 
frame to be worked on and 
places it on workbench. Tack 
material along front rail. Place 
padding and material over 
seat springs and tack material 
onto frame to complete seat 
upholstery. Repeat operation 
to upholster arms. Place and 
shape layers of padding over 
inside back and tacks material 
to complete inside upholstery 
of product. May use grooved 
foam rubber padding and work 
excess material into grooves 
to produce channeled effect 
securing material with buttons 
using needle, thread and cot-
ton. Inspect the overall quality 
of assembled product. Comply 
with all Health and Safety 
guidelines within the work 
place.. Maintain a clean and 
orderly work area. Perform 
other duties as required or as-
signed. -- Job Type:  Full-Time, 
Pay: $18.00 - $35.00 per hour. 
Ju7,14,21,28,4tc    

TOWN OF SILER CITY - POLICE 
OFFICER RECRUIT - Attends 
and successfully completes 
the Basic Law Enforcement 
Training (BLET) certification 
course at an accredited and 
approved educational institu-
tion of the Town of Siler City’s 
choice according to the time-
frame required. -  Minimum 
Qualifications: Must be 20 
years of age by the completion 
of Basic Law Enforcement 
Training (BLET). Must have a 
high school diploma or high 
school equivalency and pro-
vide transcript. Must have a 
valid North Carolina driver’s 
license and provide copy. Must 
be a US citizen and provide 
birth certificate or natural-
ization certificate. Must pass 
thorough background check, 
polygraph, physical, drug 
screen, and psychological. 
Must meet BLET Training pro-
gram standards as established 
by the training institution. 
-- Minimum Requirements for 
Promotion to Police Officer, 
Must pass BLET course, Police 
Officer Physical Agility Test 
(POPAT), and state exam. 
Must pass in-house firearms 
qualification. Must meet re-
quirements of the NC Criminal 
Justice Education and Training 
Standards Commission. - Hir-
ing Salary: $16.95/hour to at-
tend and complete all BLET re-
quirements, Hiring Salary upon 
promotion to Police Officer: 
$42,861 (plus education and 
bilingual incentives). Please 
visit www.silercity.org for a 
complete job description. -- To 
Apply:  This posting is open 
until filled. A completed Town 
of Siler City application is re-
quired for consideration. The 
application may be found on 
our website at www.silercity.
org or picked up at City Hall. 
The application may be mailed 
or delivered to City Hall, Atten-
tion: Human Resources, 311 N. 
Second Ave., PO Box 769, Siler 
City, NC 27344 or submitted via 
email to dritter@silercity.org. 
Pre-employment drug testing, 
DMV check, psychological, 
polygraph, and thorough back-
ground checks are required 
upon job offer.  EOE. - The 
Town of Siler City is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. The 
Town of Siler City’s applicants 
are considered for employ-
ment without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, marital or veteran 
status, disability, or other 

legally protected status. The 
Town invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts.  - The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
necessary accommodations. 
Such arrangements may 
include, but are not limited 
to, providing interpreters for 
the deaf, providing taped 
cassettes of materials for 
the blind, or assuring a bar-
rier-free location for the pro-
ceedings. -- This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request. -- Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier otro 
idioma bajo petición. Por fa-
vor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta solic-
itud. Jy7,1tc 

HOMECARE SEEKING - Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides and Personal 
Care Assistants - Competitive 
Weekly Pay, CNA’s start at 
$12.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases - Total Life Care, Call 
(919) 799-7275 or visit 106 
Village Lake Rd., Ste. A, Siler 
City for more info or to apply. 
Jy7,14,21,28,4tc

SILER CITY COUNTRY CLUB tak-
ing applications for two posi-
tions, available for Golf Course 
Maintenance. Apply at Club 
House. Jn30,Jy7,14,3tc

FURNITURE FRAME BUILDERS 
NEEDED, Charter Furniture, 
Liberty, NC - $2500 Signing 
bonus to those candidates 
who have a min. of 2 years 
frame building experience 
with a licensed furniture com-
pany; Signing bonus of $2,500 
payable in three installments 
as per the following: $500 paid 
after 3 months of continuous 
employment, $1,000 paid after 
6 months of continuous em-
ployment; $1,000 paid after 12 
months of continuous employ-
ment - All payments subject to 
normal taxes and withholding. 
Responsibilities: Frame Build-
ers work either individually 
or as a team to assemble the 
wooden frames for sofas, 
loveseats, and chairs; Assem-
bles wood frames or sofas, 
loveseats and chairs using 
pneumatic staple guns; Posi-
tions precut frame parts and 
glues, staples, or screws them 
together to fabricate furniture 
frame, using pneumatic staple 
gun and glue applicator; Trims 
and smooths edges of frame, 
nails, screws, bolts and glues 
precut frame parts and attach-
es legs, arms, and back pieces 
using pneumatic staple gun; 
Nails screws, or bolts plywood 
or other material to frame; 
May cut wood parts, according 
to specifications, using power 
tools; May attach hardware 
to wooden furniture frame; 
May be designated according 
to part or pieces assembled 
as Arm Builder, Back Builder, 
or Center Frame/Floor Frame 
Builder.  Other duties to be 
performed as directed by 
supervisor(s). - Pay: $16.00 
- $18.00 per hour. --  Contact 
Rhonda Goldston at Charter 
Furniture (336) 622-2201, Ext. 
219. Jn30,Ju7,14,21,4tc    

CALLING ALL Hab. Techs.,  
CNAs and PCAs FOR IMMEDI-
ATE HIRE!!!!!! Well established 
home care agency in Chapel 
Hill is looking for committed 
Hab. Techs., CNAs, PCAs in 
Chatham, Orange and Durham 
Counties for immediate hire. 
Must be compassionate, have 

a pleasant demeanor, possess 
good work ethics, and passion-
ate about making a difference 
in people’s lives. Competitive 
compensation offered. Please 
call us today at 919-967-0507 
or visit our office at 781 Mount 
Carmel Church Road, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517 to complete an 
application. Jn23,30,Jy7,14,4tp

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now hir-
ing for immediate positions in 
Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified 
Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

MISCELLANEOUS
TO ALL PERSONS claiming 
an interest in: 2006-25HP-YA-
MAHA-F25ESH-65WS1027771, 
James Rawlings will apply to 
SCDNR for title on watercraft/
outboard motor. If you have 
any claim to the watercraft/
outboard motor, contact SCD-
NR at (803) 734-3699. Upon 
thirty days after the date of 
the last advertisement if no 
claim of interest is made and 
the watercraft/outboard motor 
has not been reported stolen, 
SCDNR shall issue clear title. 
Case No: 20220610950379. 
Jy7,14,21,3tp 

LEGALS

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Execu-
tor of the Estate of TERRY 
R. THALAM, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the estate of said deceased to 
exhibit them to John G. Kelso, 
Esq., Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, 
Starnes and Davis, P.A., Attor-
neys-at-Law, 11 North Market 
Street, Asheville, NC 28801, on 
or before the 16th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
Patricia A. Thalman, Executor
Estate of Terry R. Thalman
John G. Kelso, Esq., 
Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, 
Starnes and Davis, P.A., Attor-
neys-at-Law
 11 North Market Street
 Asheville, NC 28801

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 325
All persons having claims 
against LEONARD HOYLE 
BECKWITH, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of June, 2022.
Daniel Kevin Beckwith
139 Black Horse Run
Bear Creek, NC 27207 
Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp  
    

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 7th day of 
June, 2022, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF LEON JOEL LASTER, 
Deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 17th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 

will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 16th day of June, 
2022.
RAYMOND JAMES TRUST N.A., 
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF LEON JOEL LASTER
c/o Stephen C. Rhudy, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM WELFORD 
BECK, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of June, 2022.
Doris D. Beck, Administrator
398 Glosson Road
Siler City, NC 27344 

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified on the 8th day of June 
2022 as Executrix of the Estate 
of LARRY MARLIN MOSER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
September 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 16th day of June, 2022.
Tammy Moser Havener, Execu-
trix of the 
Estate of Larry Marlin Moser  
   
c/o Julia G. Henry, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator CTA of the Estate of ANN 
DAVIS, late of 550 Hoot Owl 
Lane, Siler City, NC (Chatham 
County), the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said decedent to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at 
the address given below, 
on or before the 16th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
Jason R. Jones, Administrator 
CTA of the
Estate of Ann Davis (22-E-310; 
Chatham County, NC)
c/o Jason R. Jones
200 Towne Village Dr
Cary, NC 27513

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Samantha 

Marie Arzate, having qualified 
as Administrator of the Estate 
of MAYBELLINE ANN ARZATE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all per-
sons having claims against the 
estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
23rd day of September, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Samantha Marie Arzate, Ad-
ministrator
  79 Oldham MHP
  Pittsboro, NC 27312
  919-548-2703
W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 10th day of 
June, 2022, as Executor of the 
Estate of BEVERLEE A. Mc-
NEILL aka Beverlee Ann McNeil 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 23rd day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 23rd day of June, 2022.
  Lorene Tripp, Executor of the 
Estate of
  Beverlee A. McNeil aka Bever-
lee Ann McNeil
  Julia G. Henry, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 316
All persons having claims 
against SANDRA M. ELIXSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

Southern Supreme Fruitcake Co has 
openings for full time temporary 
positions in production areas. 

These positions are from 
August 2022 - December 2022. 

Interested applicants may apply 
between 10:00am - 4:00 pm 

Monday-Thursday at 
1699 Hoyt Scott Road, 
Bear Creek NC 27207 
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notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 23rd day of September, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Jennifer M. Yacobellis, Admin-
istrator
510 Raleigh St.
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 220
All persons having claims 
against AMY W. WHITT AKA 
AMY WAGNER WHITT, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
23rd day of September, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Mary White  Clark, Executrix
3847 Airport Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
SANDRA M. WARD, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are hereby notified 
to present them to Barbara M. 
LaFevers, Administratrix of the 
Estate of Sandra M. Ward, Es-
tate File Number: 22 E 242, on 
or before September 23, 2022, 
in care of the below Attorney 
at Law at her address, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
Sandra M. Ward, please make 
immediate payment.

This 23rd day of June, 2022
Lisa K. Vira, Attorney at Law
The Vira Law Firm, P.A.
205 West Main Street, Suite 
207
Carrboro, NC 27510

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Philippe Jean Schaefer, having 
qualified as the Executor 
of the Estate of RUTH ANN 
SCHAEFER, Deceased, in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Chatham County on 
February 16, 2022, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the Estate of said 
decedent to present them to 
the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before September 21, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of June, 2022. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. Van-
deveer, 101 Conner Drive, Suite 
402, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
101 Conner Drive, Suite 402 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

  

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE   
Under and by virtue of an 
order of the District Court 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, made and entered in 
the action entitled COUNTY OF 
CHATHAM vs. The HEIRS, AS-
SIGNS and DEVISEES of BAR-
BARA HOWARD and spouse, 
if any, which may include 
WOODROW W. HOWARD and 

spouse, if any, and KIMYETTA 
L. HOWARD and spouse, if any, 
or any other person or entity 
claiming thereunder, et al, 
17-CVD-318, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 13th 
day of July, 2022, offer for sale 
and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public 
auction at the courthouse door 
in Chatham County, North 
Carolina, Pittsboro, North 
Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, noon, 
the following described real 
property, lying and being in 
Baldwin Township, State and 
County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as 
follows: 
BEGINNING at an iron stake 
in the Southern margin of the 
S.R. 1717, the Northeast corner 
of the Jessie Farrow lot, and 
running thence South 19 de-
grees East 260 feet to an iron 
stake; thence North 82 degrees 
East 320 feet to an iron stake 
in the line of Clyde Edwards; 
thence with his line North 21 
degrees West 200 feet to an 
iron stake in the line of the 
old Fearrington land; thence 
North 88 degrees 15 minutes 
West 145 feet to an iron stake 
in the Southern margin of S.R. 
1717; thence with the Southern 
margin of said road, South 76 
degrees West 182 feet to the 
point and place of beginning, 
containing 1.80 acres, more or 
less, and being designated as 
Lot No. 3 according to a survey 
and plat prepared by J. Ralph 
Weaver, Surveyor, of the Ed 
W. Fearrington and Sallie W. 
Fearrington Heirs land.
Subject to restrictive cov-
enants and easements of 
record.    
Parcel Identification Number: 
0018813    
The undersigned Commis-
sioner makes no warranties in 
connection with this property 
and specifically disclaims 
any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This sale 
will be made subject to all 
outstanding city and county 
taxes and all local improve-
ment assessments against the 
above described property not 
included in the judgment in the 
above-entitled cause. A cash 
deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required. 
In addition, the successful 
bidder will be required, at the 
time the Deed is recorded to 
pay for recording fees and 
revenue stamps assessed by 
the Chatham County Register 
of Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset 
bid as set forth in N.C.G.S. 
Section 1-339.25.
This the 15th day of June, 2022.
Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bardill, 
Commissioner
P.O. Box 25                                       
Trenton, NC  28585

 Jn30,Jy7,2tc

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE     
Under and by virtue of an 
order of the District Court 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY 
OF CHATHAM vs. THE-RE-
SULTS-TEAM.COM, INC. D/B/A 
GREATER GOOD COMPANY 
and all possible assigns and 
successors of THE-RESULTS-

TEAM.COM, INC. D/B/A GREAT-
ER GOOD COMPANY or any 
other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 21-CVD-732, 
the undersigned Commission-
er will on the 13th day of July, 
2022, offer for sale and sell for 
cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the 
courthouse door in Chatham 
County, North Carolina, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina at 12:00 
o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, 
lying and being in Bear Creek 
Township, State and County 
aforesaid, and more particular-
ly described as follows: 
Beginning at a steel nail in 
the center line of State Road 
1142, said beginning corner 
being the corner of a tract to 
be conveyed to Evelyn Austin 
and Salome Ramsey tract and 
running thence with the center 
line of State Road 1142 South 
52 degrees 45 minutes West 
226 feet to a steel nail in the 
pavement; thence North 37 
degrees 15 minutes West 190 
feet to a stake; thence North 
52 degrees 45 minutes East 226 
feet to a stake; thence South 
87 degrees 00 minutes East, 
116.5 feet to a 2 ½ foot sweet 
gum tree, the northeastern 
corner of a tract to be con-
veyed to Evelyn Austin; thence 
with the Austin and Salome 
Ramsey line South 00 degrees 
30 minutes West 143 feet to 
the beginning corner, contain-
ing 1 acre, more or less.
 Subject to restrictive cove-
nants, easements, and rights-
of-way of record.
 Parcel Identification Number: 
0004961    
The undersigned Commis-
sioner makes no warranties in 
connection with this property 
and specifically disclaims any 
warranties as to title and hab-
itability.  This property is being 
sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and 
county taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.  A cash deposit of 20 
percent of the successful bid 
will be required. In addition, 
the successful bidder will be 
required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for record-
ing fees and revenue stamps 
assessed by the Chatham 
County Register of Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset 
bid as set forth in N.C.G.S. 
Section 1-339.25. 
This the 15th day of June, 2022.
Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bardill, 
Commissioner
P.O. Box 25                                       
Trenton, NC  28585

Jn30,Jy7,2tc  

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE      
Under and by virtue of an 
order of the District Court 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY 
OF CHATHAM vs. CANDICE E. 
CRAWFORD A/K/A CANDICE 
CRAWFORD MARTIN and 
spouse, if any, and all pos-
sible heirs and assignees of 
CANDICE E. CRAWFORD A/K/A 

CANDICE CRAWFORD MARTIN 
and spouse, if any, or any 
other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 19-CVD-52, 
the undersigned Commission-
er will on the 13th day of July, 
2022, offer for sale and sell for 
cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the 
courthouse door in Chatham 
County, North Carolina, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina at 12:00 
o’clock, noon, The following 
described real property, lying 
and being in Gulf Township, 
State and County aforesaid, 
and more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 
BEGINNING at a point in the 
center of the Gulf to Goldston 
Road, the southwest corner 
of Lot #5; and running thence 
with the line of Lot #5, North 
85 degrees East 1058 feet to 
the southeast corner of Lot 
#5 in Henry Oldhams’ line; 
thence with Henry Oldhams’ 
line, South 5 degrees West 117 
feet to the northeast corner 
of Lot #7; thence with the line 
of Lot #7, South 85 degrees 
West 960 feet to the center 
of the Gulf to Goldston Road; 
thence with the center of the 
Gulf to Goldston Road, North 
27 degrees 30 minutes West 
120 feet to the BEGINNING, and 
containing 2.7 acres, more or 
less, and being all of Lot #6 of 
the Horton Lands.
LESS AND EXCEPT: So much 
of the above described parcel 
that the right of way of Horton 
Road, and St. Luke Church 
Road lie.
Subject to restrictive cov-
enants and easements of 
record.
Parcel Identification Number: 
0010057    
The undersigned Commis-
sioner makes no warranties in 
connection with this property 
and specifically disclaims any 
warranties as to title and hab-
itability.  This property is being 
sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and 
county taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.  A cash deposit of 20 
percent of the successful bid 
will be required.  In addition, 
the successful bidder will be 
required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for record-
ing fees and revenue stamps 
assessed by the Chatham 
County Register of Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset 
bid as set forth in N.C.G.S. 
Section 1-339.25.
This the 15th day of June, 2022.
 Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bar-
dill, Commissioner
 P.O. Box 25                                       
Trenton, NC  28585

Jn30,Jy7,2tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 288
All persons having claims 
against ROBERT THOMAS 
BOONE, JR., deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Carol Ann Rinzler, Executrix
4 Neptune Dr.
Groton, CT 06340

Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 356
All persons having claims 
against DEBORAH LYNN 
PARYZ, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 27th day of June, 2022.
Jonathan Joseph Paryz, 
Executor
1028 St. Cloud Loop
Apex, NC 27523

Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 312
All persons having claims 
against DENNIS COOK aka 
DENNIS ROSS COOK, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.        
This the 27th day of June, 2022.
Adam Cook, Executor
114 Vintage Hill Cir
Apex, NC 27539

Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 334
All persons having claims 
against BARBARA ANDREWS 
JONES, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 27th day of June, 2022.
Ashley Rabbitt, Executrix
115 Matt Dr
Bell Buckle, TN 37020

Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 339
All persons having claims 
against ALFONSINA MARIE 
THYLSTRUP, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 27th day of June, 2022.
Celeste D’Emilio, Executrix
6065 70th Avenue
Ridgewood, NY 11385

Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Steven Hur-
ley, having qualified as Execu-
tor of the Estate of JANICE M. 
HURLEY (also known as Janice 
Marie Hurley), deceased, late 
of Chatham County, this is 
to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 30th 
day of September, 2022, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said estate will 

†As compared to other streaming services. Regional sports networks are not available in all areas and may vary by ZIP code and package.†As compared to other streaming services. Regional sports networks areare not available in all areas and may vary by ZIP code and package.

CARRIES THE MOST LOCAL 
MLB® GAMES†

855.548.9839
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

*DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream 
recommended for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews 
monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. 
Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial month periods or unwatched content. However, once you’ve cancelled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the remaining 
monthly period. Regional Sports and Local Channels: Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package and billing region. 
Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Taxes: State and local taxes or other governmental fees and charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed 
against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. All offers, 
programming, promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See 
directv.com/stream/ for details. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

No annual contract Price subject to change.

$8999†

+ tax
MO. CHOICE™ PACKAGE

90+ Live TV Channels

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!
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2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available 
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 
(GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-496-8601 

Dental50Plus.com/ncpress

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 833-987-
0207

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed 
to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not 
necessary. Call for a FREE 
trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-888-425-1126 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/nc
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Statewide Classified

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

FROM
$2,549

$2,299*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round
BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR



Chatham Hospital holds first Pride walk
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — As part of  
an ongoing effort to increase 
inclusivity, Chatham Hospital 
hosted its inaugural Pride walk 
last Thursday to show support 
for the LGBTQIA+ community.

A small group of  13 hospital 
staff members from various 
departments gathered in the 
lobby then walked outside in 
the sweltering heat around the 
perimeter of  the hospital. As 
they marched, staff members 
held up signs with messages 
of  support like “You are safe 
here,” “LGBTQ allies are the 
best” and “Trans lives matter.”

Although the turnout may 
have seemed small, partici-
pants said it gave them some-
thing to build on for the future. 

Scott Wood, the healthcare 
system manager of  patient 
access for Chatham Hospital, 
leads the hospital’s inclusiv-
ity and equity committee. He 
said he organized the march 
because he believes June — 
designated as Pride Month — 
provides dedicated time to be 
vocal about the support of  the 
LGBTQ+ community.

“We are here to show solidar-
ity with our fellow LGBTQIA+ 
coworkers, patients and com-
munity members,” Wood told 
his coworkers. “At Chatham 
Hospital our message is simple: 
you are safe here. Regardless 
of  your age, race, ethnicity, 
national origin, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or 
socioeconomic status you will 
receive equitable and passion-
ate care that will be provided 
with dignity and respect.”

Wood said he wanted the 
hospital to do its part to sup-
port and uplift members of  
the LGBTQ+ community by 
spreading love. 

According to estimates from 
the UCLA Williams Institute, 
more than 382,000 North Caro-
linians identify as members of  
the LGBTQ+ community. 

Last year, Chatham County 
voted to approve LGBTQ-in-
clusive nondiscrimination 
ordinances, becoming the 
12th county in the state to do 
so. The ordinances ensure 
protections in private em-
ployment and places of  public 

accommodations — such as 
restaurants and businesses — 
from discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

“Chatham Hospital is 
honored to outwardly demon-
strate our full support and 
commitment to the LGBTQIA+ 
community,” said Eric Wolak, 
Chatham Hospital’s chief  op-
erating officer, in a statement. 
“Whether it is our LGBTQIA+ 
staff, our LGBTQIA+ patients, 
and/or loved ones of  the 

LGBTQIA+ community, we 
want all to know that Chatham 
Hospital welcomes you and 
supports you.”

Earlier this year, Chatham 
Hospital and UNC Health Care 
were awarded for outstand-
ing performance in health 
equity. Health equity means 
ensuring every person in every 
community can get the same 

high-quality care regardless 
of  individual characteristics, 
such as ethnicity, gender or 
geographic location.

UNC Rex Hospital was 
recognized as an Equality 
Leader and UNC Hospitals as 
a Top Performer in the Health-
care Equality Index measur-
ing equity and inclusion of  
LGBTQ+ patients, visitors and 

employees. Chatham Hospital 
earned a score of  90 out of  100 
and was recognized as a 2022 
Healthcare Equality Index 
participant.

Wood said hosting the Pride 
walk was about continuing 
those inclusivity efforts and 
creating a visible show of  
support.

“Across UNC Health Care, 
we all celebrate people for 
who they are, no matter their 
background, everybody is 
welcome,” Wood said. “UNC 
Health Care does an amazing 
job with diversity, equity and 
inclusion. They make sure 
everyone is represented.”

Following the march around 
the hospital, rainbow-themed 
refreshments were provided to 
those who participated. Wood 
said he believed it was a nec-
essary way to take intentional 
time out of  the work day to be 
together and show passion for 
this issue.

Alison Bolin, director of  
clinical business operations, 
was one of  the participants in 
Thursday’s Pride walk. She’s 
worked at Chatham Hospital 
for 12 years, so seeing the 
hospital’s first-ever Pride event 
meant a lot to her.

“It’s important to show we 
are here for our community, 
employees and that we really 
are engaged in diversity and 
equity activities,” Bolin said. 
“More and more it’s important 
to embrace the communities 
we serve and give people an 
opportunity to be heard and be 
seen.”

She said working in health-
care makes equity work 
especially important because 
much of  the hospital’s role is 
to care for people who begin as 
strangers to them. That means 
creating a space where every-
one feels safe and cared for, re-
gardless of  their background. 

“Our job is to care for 
anybody that comes through 
these doors,” Bolin said. “Each 
person has their individual 
care needs, our job is to be 
inclusive of  all those aspects of  
a person’s life.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 
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please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 24th day of June, 2022.
Steven Hurley, Executor of the 
Estate of Janice M. Hurley
c/o Whatley Law, PLLC
PO Box 904
Kernersville, NC  27285
Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS    
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Co-Ex-
ecutors of the Estate of PERCY 
W. HORTON, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of September, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.
 This the 27th day of June, 
2022.
 Cindy Annette Hor-
ton and Wanda Gail Horton
 Co-Executors of the 
Estate of Percy W. Horton
 P.O. Box 1806
 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina  27312
 MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605 
Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified on the 17th day of June, 
2022, as Executor of the Estate 
of RAYMOND C. LAUVER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 30th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 30th day of June, 2022.                                                                        
 Franklin Street Trust Com-
pany, 
  Executor of the Estate of 
Raymond C. Lauver
  Post Office Box 57579
  Durham, North Carolina  27
717                                                           
G. Rhodes Craver

Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707
Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 165
All persons having claims 
against WILMA M. ROBINSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of October, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 5th day of July, 2022.
Jamie Robinson, Executor
1513 Duet Dr.
Siler City, N.C. 27344

Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,Jy28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
22 E 371
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of SHIRLEY C. STROWD, 
late of Chatham County, North 

Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned at 
his address, 4041 Mt. Gilead 
Church Road, Pittsboro, North 
Carolina, 27312, on or before 
the 7th day of October, 2022, 
or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons indebted to said 
estate will please make imme-
diate payment.
 This 29th day of June, 2022.
  John Wayne Strowd, Jr.
  4041 Mt. Gilead Church Road
  Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312
 GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
 P. O. Box 880
 Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312-0880

Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,Jy28,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 327 
Having qualified as Execu-
tors of the Estate of MARGIE 
LEE COLLINS HALLMAN aka 
MARGIE LEE HALLMAN, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 

corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of October, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This the 7th day of July, 2022
 Ira A. Hallman, Sr. and 
Timothy Lee Hallman, Execu-
tors of the 
Estate of MARGIE LEE COLLINS 
HALLMAN aka MARGIE LEE 
HALLMAN
c/o Samuel Gray, 
P.O. Box 1381, 
Fuquay-Varina, NC  27526  

Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,Jy28,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ESTATE OF ALLEN MARK 
FEINBERG,
22-E-347
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
ALLEN MARK FEINBERG, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
NC, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 

or before October 7, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. Matthew 
Jon Feinberg, the fiduciary, is 
fully authorized to receive and 
administer all assets belong-
ing to the state. 
C/O Pierce Law Group PLLC
 3020 S Miami Blvd, Ste 201
 Durham, NC 27703

Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,Jy28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 357
All persons having claims 
against NANCY W. McCOY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of October, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 5th day of July, 2022.
Teresa M. Crumley, Executrix
759 Newbern Ave
Asheboro, NC 27205 

Jy7,Jy14,Jy21,Jy28,4tp

‘YOU ARE SAFE HERE’

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Chatham Hospital employees, led by Scott Wood, the healthcare system manager of 
patient access, take part in a Pride walk around the hospital buildings on Thursday in 
Siler City. Signs and ribbons supporting the LGBTQ+ community were handed out to 
participants.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Chatham Hospital’s Scott 
Wood poses for a photo 
with his pride sign after the 
hospital’s Pride walk on 
Thursday in Siler City.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

An LGBTQ+ pride flag is held by Scott Wood, Chatham 
Hospital’s healthcare system manager of patient access, as 
he speaks to participants of the Pride walk on Thursday in 
Siler City. Wood was one of the key organizers of the event 
and led the group in its walk.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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Seaforth sees more than 75 register for women’s 
basketball camp aimed at learning skills, elevating voices

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — If  you 
blinked when registration went 
live for one of  Seaforth’s most 
popular youth summer camps, 
there’s a good chance you end-
ed up on the waitlist.

That was the case for many 
people interested in signing 
up for the school’s first-ever 
women’s basketball summer 
camp, which became the first 
Seaforth youth camp to sell 
out during May’s registration 
period.

“We really wanted to push 
it and we had all of  the girls 
involved,” Charles Byrd, 
Seaforth’s second-year head 
women’s basketball coach, told 
the News + Record. “We really 

worked hard on the marketing 
and getting the word out to 
people because it’s important 
to me that we get the camp 
filled up.”

The camp, which took place 
in Seaforth’s gymnasium from 
June 27-July 1, was a weeklong 
skills development workshop 
for children aged 6-14, led by 
most members of  the school’s 
basketball coaching staff, 
including Byrd.

“I think it was awesome,” 
Byrd said. “I really, really 
wanted to hone in on the girls 
having a ton of  energy. I want-
ed them to have a ton of  fun, 
but I also wanted them to learn 
skills and drills that they could 
do. … I think there was great 
energy around it.”

To make things more enjoy-

able for the younger groups 
of  campers, the counselors 
brought in a smaller basket 
and lowered some of  the 
goals in Seaforth’s main gym, 
but kept three goals at their 
standard 10-foot height for the 
camp’s older attendees.

At the start of  each day, 
campers would be divided 
into groups, where they’d go 
through a plethora of  form 
drills, including ball-handling 
and passing, and then they’d 
move into what Byrd called 
“Skills of  the Day,” drills 
focused on specific skills like 
jump stops, one-dribble pull-
ups and jab steps, each lasting 
about five minutes.

Following skill-based drills, 

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth head women’s basketball coach Charles Byrd 
walks around the gym as campers stretch during the final 
day of Seaforth’s women’s basketball youth summer camp 
last Friday. See SEAFORTH, page B2

Did the Big 
Ten just kill 
the ACC?

On the eve of  a lengthy Independence Day 
weekend, a pair of  universities and an overtly 

greedy conference made a 
decision that sent shock-
waves across the college 
sports landscape.

Now, as a result, dozens of  
schools — including those 
in our own backyard — are 
about to feel game-changing 
repercussions.

Last Friday, California’s 
two most prestigious ath-
letic institutions, Southern 

California (USC) and UCLA, announced their 
intent to leave the Pac-12 Conference, their 
home for more than 90 years, in favor of  the 
Big Ten.

It was a move that my colleague and the 
News + Record’s resident California native, 
Ben Rappaport, discussed in detail in his 
column this week, giving his perspective as 
a USC fan vehemently against the financial 
gluttony of  the schools’ higher-ups.

On the surface, the Big Ten acquiring some 
of  college basketball and football’s most sto-
ried programs seems like it’d primarily affect 
only the parties that are directly involved: 

• USC and UCLA, who get richer by getting 
a cut of  the Big Ten’s upcoming media rights 
deal that Sports Illustrated’s Pat Forde likened 
to a “money geyser raining down on member 
schools”

• the Big Ten, which benefits by acquiring 
two of  the most lucrative brands in college 
athletics

• the Pac-12, which is on the precipice of  
doom after losing its two most coveted mem-
bers

However, USC and UCLA’s departure — 
along with last summer’s announcement of  
Texas and Oklahoma moving to the SEC, leav-
ing the Big-12 Conference in the dark, too — 
has a ripple effect that spreads much further 
than the West Coast.

VICTOR 
HENSLEY
Sports Editor

See ACC, page B2

USC and UCLA to the Big Ten  
is the wrong move for college sports

Last Friday, the University 
of  Southern California and the 

University 
of  Califor-
nia-Los An-
geles made 
a historic 
switch in 
their athlet-
ics programs 
from the 
Pac-12 Con-
ference — a 
conference 

they’ve been part of  since the 
1920s — to the Big Ten Confer-
ence beginning in 2024. It’s a 
decision based on greed that 
further harms the cultural 
greatness of  college sports.

My father was an alumnus 
of  USC and I grew up going to 
many football games at the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 
Some of  the first songs I ever 
knew were the So-Cal callout 

and the USC fight song. I used 
to show up to the games with 
my hair spiked in a mohawk 
and sprayed red while decked 
out in trojan armor to look like 
the mascot, Tommy Trojan. 

I am and always will be a 
USC fan. That’s part of  what 
makes this move so dishearten-
ing to me.

Each school released lengthy 
statements explaining their 
logic behind the decision to 
move from the conference 
based on the Pacific Coast to 
one historically centered in the 
Midwest. Both touted name, 
image, likeness opportunities 
for incoming players. The 
schools said it would make 

them more competitive in 
recruitment. But it doesn’t take 
a genius to figure out the real 
driver of  the decision: money. 

Big Ten football alone cur-
rently has a $2.65 billion TV 
deal; meanwhile, Pac-12 has 
seen declining ratings for the 
past decade. 

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, the Pac-12 distributed 
only $33.6 million to each of  
its member institutions in 
2019-20. The Big Ten offered, 
on average, $49.2 million that 
year to its 14 members, with 
the 12 longest-tenured institu-
tions receiving on average $54.3 
million. 

USC and UCLA see an 
opportunity to reap some of  
those benefits with each school 
estimated to make upward of  
$80 million per year. After all, 
who doesn’t want to watch a 
USC vs. Ohio State football 

game every year? Or UCLA vs. 
Indiana in basketball? The con-
ference switch sets up historic 
programs against one another 
every year, which means big 
ticket sales and TV deals. 

But that’s exactly the prob-
lem. The whole decision rides 
on the namesakes of  these 
schools attempting to use that 
weight to make themselves 
richer.

The move is also entire-
ly driven by the sports that 
generate the most revenue — 
basketball and football. There’s 
been little discussion of  what 
this sudden switch does to 
other sports. For example, USC 
has elite water polo and beach 
volleyball programs, but few if  
any schools in the Big Ten even 
compete in these sports. Not to 
mention the travel necessitated 

Chargers making most of extra 
reps in latest 7-on-7 scrimmages

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — We’re a little 
over a month away from North-
wood’s season-opening clash with 
Lee County on Aug. 19, but the 
Chargers aren’t waiting until the 
Yellow Jackets come to town to 
take the gridiron.

Last week, Northwood hosted a 
pair of  7-on-7 scrimmage events, 
allowing Chargers players an 
opportunity to test their skills 
against schools from across the 
region and giving coaches an early 
look at their squads well before the 
season begins.

“I thought everything went 
well, it was good to see the guys 
compete against students in other 
uniforms,” Chris Kenan, the Char-
gers’ head coach, told the News + 
Record. “It was a good first look for 
our guys. It just gives us a mea-
suring stick before we get into the 
nitty gritty of  the summer.”

Included in their opponents on 
June 28 were the Clayton Comets 
and the Fuquay-Varina Bengals, 
followed by the Pinecrest Patriots, 
Northern Durham Knights, Cary 
Imps and Bengals last Thursday.

Unlike normal organized games, 
7-on-7 games are exactly what 
you’d expect: seven players from 
each team going head-to-head.

Games are 21 minutes long, 
with each offense starting at the 
40-yard-line equipped with four 
downs to try and get a first down 
— which, unlike typical football, 
is 20 yards away from the original 
line of  scrimmage instead of  10 — 
and then are given an additional 

‘UP TO THE TEST’

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood senior quarterback Will Smith tosses a pass, with 
assistant coach John Shaner watching, during the Chargers’ 7-on-
7 event last Thursday in Pittsboro. Smith is involved in what Head 
Coach Chris Kenan called ‘one of the hottest quarterback battles 
in the state,’ alongside junior Carson Fortunes. See CHARGERS, page B3

See SPORTS, page B2

BEN 
RAPPAPORT
Columnist

As a lifelong fan, Ben Rappaport dawned USC Trojan garb 
throughout his childhood.
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In fact, waves are starting 
to appear right here in North 
Carolina.

Is the ACC finished?
I grew up in northwest 

Randolph County, just 16 miles 
from the Greensboro Coliseum, 
now the occasional home of  the 
ACC Men’s Basketball Tourna-
ment.

In my hometown during the 
2000s, the week of  the ACC 
Tournament was akin to Super 
Bowl week or the first weekend 
of  March Madness — it was a 
BFD (big freakin’ deal).

Sometimes, our class would 
take field trips to either the 
men’s or women’s ACC Tour-
naments, spending valuable 
education time watching a 
first-round matchup between 
Maryland and Virginia Tech. 
And it was way better than 
being in class.

When we weren’t able to 
attend — and if  we happened to 
be in one of  the “cool” teach-
er’s classrooms — then we 
convinced our teacher to wheel 
out a small box TV on an old-
school AV cart, where we’d get 
to spend class time watching 
Carolina or Duke or N.C. State 
play 11 a.m. basketball games 
just 16 miles down the road.

Truth be told, I owe a lot to 
the Atlantic Coast Conference.

As a young sports reporter 
— if  you could call 15-year-old 
Victor that — the first events I 
covered were ACC-related.

I spent three years eating 
free food at the Coliseum 

during ACC Women’s Basket-
ball Tournaments, trying to get 
the hang of  press conferences, 
media rooms and the nerves a 
young sportswriter gets inter-
viewing players.

Then, I spent two days as a 
high school sophomore at the 
ACC Football Kickoff event at 
Greensboro’s iconic Grandover 
Resort, where I was too stunned 
to ask questions to Florida 
State’s Jimbo Fisher and Jam-
eis Winston during their press 
conferences after winning the 
national title earlier that year.

Sadly, as a result of  Friday’s 
announcement, students in 
North Carolina may not have 
those same experiences as I 
did.

Because, the harsh reality 
is, the ACC could be on the 
brink of  a breakup. And that’s 
a tough, unfair pill for North 
Carolinians to swallow.

With the recent announce-
ments of  Texas/Oklahoma to 
the SEC and USC/UCLA to the 
Big Ten, its beginning to look 
like the SEC and Big Ten — 
already the NCAA’s wealthiest 
conferences — are just getting 
bigger and richer, while the 
nation’s other three Power 
5 conferences, including the 
ACC, are left out in the cold.

In reality, the ACC can’t 
financially keep up with the 
likes of  the SEC and Big Ten, 
namely because of  their less-
than-ideal TV rights deal with 
ESPN, which lasts until 2036 
and pays significantly less 
than the SEC’s deal with the 
same company (the ACC’s $240 
million annually to the SEC’s 
$300 million).

Inside Carolina’s Greg 

Barnes reported that in 2029, 
if  the College Football Playoff 
expands to 12 teams — the 
CFP’s contract runs through 
Jan. 2026, meaning the playoff 
may not even make it to 2029 
— then the SEC is expected to 
pay out $117.8 million to each 
member school, compared to 
the ACC’s suggested payout of  
$61.5 million per school.

That’s a massive gap of  near-
ly double the ACC’s amount. 
Could you blame schools for 
wanting a cut of  that cash cow?

Revenue is only one piece of  
the puzzle, though. 

Competition is another 
whole can of  worms.

There’s a strong sentiment 
that, eventually, the SEC and 
Big Ten may form “mega-
conferences,” breaking up 
the current FBS landscape 
in college football in order to 
primarily compete between 
the two conferences, where na-
tional champions could only be 
declared from either the SEC 
or Big Ten.

While that would inherently 
ruin everything people love 
about college football, morph-
ing it into some sort of  under-
graduate NFL, the next few 
years could see schools from 
other conferences, like the ACC 
and Pac-12, trying to fight their 
way into one of  the megaconfer-
ences so they aren’t left on the 
outside looking in, no matter 
what happens down the road.

Rumors are swirling that 
UNC/Duke may be a package 
deal for the SEC or, thanks to 
their ties in basketball, they 
could jump ship from the ACC 
to join USC, UCLA and a pleth-
ora of  historic programs in the 

Big Ten.
Others have popped up 

saying that Clemson, Flor-
ida State and Miami — the 
ACC’s only legitimate football 
powers — could get poached 
by the SEC to make it an even 
more unstoppable force on the 
gridiron.

No matter where you look, 
bloggers from just about every 
non-SEC/Big Ten Power 5 
school are discussing what 
their respective schools should 
do. There have been sugges-
tions that UNC, Duke, Florida 
State, Miami, Clemson, N.C. 
State, Virginia, Virginia Tech 
and Louisville from the ACC; 
Oregon, Washington and Ari-
zona from the Pac-12; and Kan-
sas and Oklahoma State from 
the Big-12 will all somehow, 
someway find their way into 
one of  the NCAA’s inevitable 
megaconferences. Or at least 
that they should try to make it 
happen.

As of  now, though, nothing 
is clear other than the fact that 
in the coming years, thanks to 
the poaching tactics of  the SEC 
and Big Ten, things are bound 
to change in a chaotic frenzy of  
conference realignment.

And, truthfully, whatever 
happens is destined to be a 
negative thing for the majority 
of  schools, student-athletes 
and fans.

Missed in all of  the hulla-
baloo is the way this affects 
non-revenue athletes, in-
cluding but not limited to the 
travel concerns of  having to fly 
across the country from New 
Jersey (Rutgers) to California 
(USC, UCLA) just because the 
schools are now in the same 

conference despite their geo-
graphical separation.

I don’t want to sugarcoat it. 
This entire situation stinks.

As a UNC fan and alumnus, 
I feel confident that, even if  the 
ACC falls apart, the Tar Heels 
will find a home somewhere 
due to their massive brand and 
competitiveness in plenty of  
sports besides basketball.

But when it comes to other 
schools such as Boston College, 
Wake Forest or even Duke to 
a certain extent, it worries me 
that this may be the beginning 
of  the end for their place in 
major college athletics.

In the coming years, we 
may see the splintering of  
conferences like the ACC, 
the destruction of  rivalries 
like Carolina-N.C. State, the 
near-complete exclusion of  
schools outside of  the Power 2 
and a whole lot of  other chang-
es to the way we consume 
college sports.

There are way more ques-
tions than answers out there, 
including: Will Notre Dame 
forego its football indepen-
dence and decide to fully align 
with the ACC in a move that 
would potentially save the 
conference? What will happen 
to sports outside of  football if  
megaconferences begin to take 
shape? How will this affect his-
tory and tradition in sports like 
football and basketball?

Buckle up, because it’s gonna 
be one helluva ride. There’s no 
going back now.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.  

ACC
Continued from page B1

when sports other than 
football and men’s bas-
ketball have to go to the 
midwest or all the way 
to New Jersey for every 
road game. 

The magic of  college 
sports lies in the division-
al rivalries and the geo-
graphic cultures of  each 
conference — this move 
adds to the crumbling of  
that magic. 

Earlier this year, 
Texas and Oklahoma 
announced a similar 
money-based move to 
leave the Big 12 Confer-
ence and join the South-
eastern Conference (SEC) 
in 2025. These four teams 
leaving their respective 
conferences accounts for 
millions of  dollars lost in 
the Big 12 and Pac-12, and 
harms the concept of  the 
Power Five. 

The Power Five con-
ferences — the ACC, Big 
12, Big Ten, Pac-12 and 
SEC  — are considered 
to be the elite contenders 
of  Division I athletics. 
But with these moves, 
other divisions will likely 
struggle to stay in conten-

tion. It creates an unjust 
balance of  power where-
in rich universities pool 
their resources to com-
pete against one another 
and become wealthier, 
leaving geographic and 
historic rivals in the dust.  

Perhaps a better way to 
illustrate my disdain for 
this decision is through 
something more familiar 
to Chathamites — Duke 
and UNC.

I would argue there isn’t 
a more perfect parallel for 
USC and UCLA than UNC 
and Duke. One private 
school, one public in a 
historic crosstown rivalry 
dating back centuries. It’s 
a similar storyline of two 
evenly matched schools 
battling year after year in 
every sport by some of the 

best college athletes in the 
country.

Now imagine, UNC and 
Duke suddenly decided to 
leave the Atlantic Coast 
Conference and join the 
Big Ten. Sure, at least 
they are moving together 
so the fiercest rivalry 
is preserved, but what 
about every other game 
on the calendar? 

UNC would never play 
Virginia or Wake Forest; 
Duke wouldn’t play Syra-

cuse or N.C. State. Those 
games are fun to watch 
because of  the history 
and culture behind each 
rivalry. UNC and Duke 
leaving the ACC would 
also crush the credibility 
of  the conference. They 
are the blueblood pro-
grams that have seismic 
impact when measuring 
the ability of  the confer-
ence in any sport. 

USC and UCLA carried 
the exact same weight in 

the Pac-12. They are the 
bluebloods that the rest 
of  the conference was 
measured against, with-
out them the conference 
will likely struggle to stay 
financially and culturally 
afloat. 

I will mourn the slow, 
impending downfall 
of  the Pac-12 and I’m 

ashamed the university 
I loved has fallen prey to 
a money grab that does 
nothing but harm the 
integrity, beauty and cul-
ture of  college sports. 

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport. 
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the campers would take 
part in a skills competi-
tion and a “coach’s clin-
ic,” where Byrd taught 
them different drills that 
they’re able to do at home 
on their own.

Then, when all of  
the drill work was over, 
they’d play scrimmage 
games.

As part of  Byrd’s desire 
to make the camp more 
fun — and put everything 
they’d learned to the 
test — the camp’s final 
day featured the camp-
ers putting on multiple 
exhibition games, where 
parents could sit in the 
stands and spectate.

And the older group 
of  players not only got to 
play in their own game, 
but do so on the school’s 
main court, wearing Sea-
forth’s basketball jerseys 
as they immersed them-
selves into the Hawks’ 
culture.

“It was a really great 
experience,” Byrd said. 
“I wanted the younger 
girls, the girls that are 
coming up, to see what it 
looks like to be a Seaforth 
Hawk.”

Byrd had help from 
an impressive group of  
assistant counselors, in-

cluding Hawks J.V. men’s 
basketball head coach 
John Berry — a coaching 
and youth camp veteran 
— who Byrd said helped 
him with his knowledge 
of  structuring, preparing 
for and running a camp 
of  this magnitude.

It was important to 
Byrd to have as small of  
a coach-to-player ratio as 
possible, allowing players 
to get more hands-on 
instruction that they 
may miss out on at larger 
basketball camps.

The final registration 

tally, according to Byrd, 
was 76 — 51 attendees 
and 25 on the waitlist — a 
promising sign for the 
future of  women’s bas-
ketball in Pittsboro.

“I tell parents that I 
really appreciate them 
buying into what we’re 
trying to do here and 
helping build a founda-
tion, a stepping stone, for 
the girls that need their 
voices to be heard,” he 
added. “I really think it 
was big time, especially 
with a sport like basket-
ball. … For that many 

girls to come together 
and play basketball, that 
was the biggest thing for 
me.”

While there was 
initially some worry 
about fitting so many 
campers into the gym 
and still keeping things 
structured, Byrd said he 
and his coaching staff got 
together a game plan that 
“worked out perfectly.”

Part of  that game plan 
were the breaks in the 
action lasting anywhere 
from three to 15 minutes, 
where campers could not 

only lay back and take a 
breather, but play games 
like Knockout, have 
free-throw competitions 
and even watch their lead 
counselor throw down a 
dunk or two.

“Pretty much every 
day, when I was showing 
them the drills, I would 
go up and dunk. I would 
show them the basics 
and I was like, ‘OK, 
you’ve got that, now 
you can do this,’ and 
just dunk,” Byrd said, 
laughing. “Then the 
girls of  the camp would 

get one of  the girls from 
our program and say, 
‘Hey, you do that now,’ 
so I thought that part 
was funny.”

Byrd said he sees the 
youth camp as just an-
other way for him to keep 
forming a family-oriented 
culture around Seaforth 
basketball, namely with-
in the women’s program.

“(We’re building) 
strong, driven women to 
become fierce athletes 
and community leaders 
through communication, 
culture and commit-
ment,” Byrd said. “This 
year, we’ve developed this 
philosophy called ‘Empty 
the Bucket,’ which means 
that they maximize ev-
erything, each and every 
play. … I’m really just 
trying to get them to buy 
in to the culture that I’m 
trying to set here.

“I’ve tried to keep 
everything basic (this 
offseason) because I’m 
trying to build this team 
mentality,” he added. 
“I’m trying to get them 
to understand that we’re 
a big family. … It’s been 
awesome to have such a 
big turnout this sum-
mer.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.  

SEAFORTH
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Everyone that made the Seaforth women’s basketball youth summer camp — players, coaches and 
other volunteers — pose for a group photo in the school’s main gym on the final day of camp last 
Friday.

(Across river from Gulf ) 

150 Logan Farm Lane
919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898

- Logan Farms - 

NOW AVAILABLE

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

 

Saturday, July 16 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

28 County Services Road 
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64) 

Chatham County residents can bring household 
hazardous items such as 

 chemicals  cleaners  solvents  paint  
 pesticides  gasoline  antifreeze  electronics 

For a complete list of items visit 
www.chathamcountync.gov/hhw 

Household Hazardous  
Waste Events 2022 

No trash or empty containers.  
No business waste. 
No decal required.  

Must show proof of address. 

Questions? Call 
(919) 542-5516 

The Chatham County 
heriff s ffice will provide 

a free take back of  
unwanted medicines  

during this HHW event.   
No needles, sharps, or 

liquids will be accepted.  
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Nearly 2 months after season ends, Walden reflects 
on Bears’ deep playoff run, youthful nucleus

Early in the 2021-22 
baseball season, Cha-
tham Central looked as 
if  it were destined for 
another slightly above-av-
erage year, starting 3-5 
with narrow losses the 
Bears felt they could have 
come away with. But as 
the spring progressed, 
the Bears’ young core im-
proved, its senior leader-
ship strengthened and its 
record proved it, leading 
the team to a postseason 
berth as the second-place 
team in the Mid-Carolina 
1A/2A Conference.

The Bears — who 
finished 14-11 and got 
what they believe to be 
an unfair draw with the 
No. 21 seed in the East 
region — cruised through 
the opening three rounds 
of  the playoffs, all on 
the road, en route to 
an appearance in the 
state’s Elite Eight. While 
Chatham Central was 
shut-out by the now-two-
time defending champion 
Perquimans Pirates in 
the fourth round, the 
Bears surely enjoyed 
their Cinderella story 
while it lasted.

This week, the News 
+ Record spoke with 
Brett Walden, Chatham 
Central’s fifth-year head 
coach, nearly two months 
after his team made its 
playoff run to discuss 
the roller coaster of  a 
journey, the ability of  
his young roster to make 
such a deep run and the 
way they’ve already im-
proved for next season.

This interview has 
been lightly edited for 
length and clarity.

Last season, your team 
lost five of its first eight 
games, starting 3-5, then 
went on to put it all togeth-
er by the end of the season, 
leading to the playoff run. 
How did they make that 
shift happen?

BRETT WALDEN: We 
were 3-5 at one point and 
we played a good sched-
ule, so it’s not like we 
weren’t playing anybody, 

but there were some 
winnable games in there 

that we let 
get away. 
First game 
of  the year 
at Ashe-
boro, we 
needed to 
get two outs 
and made 

a couple of  mistakes 
defensively, flipped the 
lineup over and then the 
best part of  their lineup 
comes up and that hurt 
us. But really, through 6 
1/3 innings, we outplayed 
them. We talked after 
the end of  the North 
Moore series down there 
(which we lost) and we 
had a long talk in right 
field about finishing 
games — because we led 
a lot of  that game — and 
we talked about mental 
toughness and all of  that 
and then they really just 
came on late.

There were still some 
moments after that. We 
lost the Jordan-Matthews 
game at our place in 
extra innings having had 
lots of  chances to win 
before extras, but we left 
a lot of  guys in scoring 
position. We had a couple 
of  freshmen that really 
felt like it was on them 
that we didn’t win that 
game, so for them to take 
that kind of  ownership 
that early in their career 
is a good sign for later.

You guys went on to 
not only earn a postsea-
son berth, but make it all 
the way to the Elite Eight 
(fourth round) as a No. 21 
seed. What fueled that run?

I thought we were 
better than a No. 21 
seed. Once I saw the RPI 
during fall and winter 
sports last year — I 
thought it would be kind 
of  in line with MaxPreps 
and it really wasn’t — 
then I thought there were 
some issues with the RPI, 
but that’s the system 
we’ve got. I thought we 
were better than a No. 21 
seed, I thought we prob-

ably should have been 
somewhere around No. 
12, 13 or 14.

The team we drew in 
the first round, North-
west Halifax, they 
weren’t really strong, 
but they had a decent 
record. We were able to 
beat them pretty easily, 
but I knew the East Wake 
Academy game would be 
really, really tough in the 
second round. And it was. 
We were down for most 
of  the game and had a 
big sixth inning and then 
got a few insurance runs 
in the seventh. Collin 
Lagenor pitched 5 1/3 
innings in relief, I think, 
that game. We initially 
were just going to put 
him in to stop the bleed-
ing and then probably go 
to Zane Overman, but he 
just kind of  dialed it in 
and kept us in it and we 
kind of  chipped away and 
were able to take a late 
lead and win.

Then, with Roxboro 
Community’s No. 1 
pitcher, we didn’t really 
know what to expect. The 
scouting report I’d gotten 
was really helpful. We 
knew we were going to 
get the sidearmed right-
hander, so we got Coach 
Derrick Scott from Ben-
nett to come — he was a 
sidearmed right-hander 
— and get the L-screen 
up close and throw some 
sidearmed stuff and teach 
our guys how to approach 
sidearm. He said, “I’m 
happy to come and get 

on top of  them with the 
L-screen and throw it to 
take the novelty off of  it 
a bit.” I think that really 
prepared us for what we 
saw.

All things considered, 
your team last year was 
incredibly young with only 
three seniors on the roster 
and a boatload of fresh-
men and sophomores, yet 
they were able to win three 
straight road playoff games. 
What gave them the ability 
to brush off where they’re 
playing and how good their 
opponent is and still get the 
win?

Most of  the younger 
guys, I think they just 
don’t like to lose. I don’t 
like to lose, so I like guys 
that don’t like to lose. 
Joaquin Gordon, for 
example. He’s a tough 
kid and he doesn’t like to 
lose.

It’s pretty cliche at this 
point, but we kept saying, 
“Control what you can 
control.” We were a No. 
21 seed, so odds are, 
we weren’t going to get 
to play at home, so the 
reality is that we’ve got 
to go play on somebody 
else’s field. What we can 
control is staying in our 
routine, which we did. We 
ate at Crossroads Grill in 
Siler City on the way out 
of  town, we made sure 
that we had the same 
amount of  time before 
the game and on the bus 
ride. We just tried to try 
to stay in a routine as 

much as possible and I 
guess it worked for us. 
Some of  the guys joked 
that with the Perquimans 
game in the fourth round, 
we didn’t get to stop at 
Crossroads Grill just be-
cause it wouldn’t time out 
right, we would’ve been 
eating breakfast. But 
even with home games, 
we have a time we have 
them back at the field if  
it’s a 7:00 start or a 6:00 or 
whatever, and I think you 
see it in the classroom 
teaching or in coaching. 
Teenagers need structure 
and routine.

You obviously lose a little 
bit of experience this off-
season, but you’ve still got 
a young nucleus that I’m 
sure you’re excited about, 
right?

We’ve got pretty 
much all of  our pitching 
back this season. Collin 
Lagenor didn’t pitch 
much, but when he did 
in the playoffs, he did a 
great job, but as far as 
guys that pitched a ton, 
the vast majority of  our 
innings pitched are back. 
Collin hit over .400, had 
a couple of  home runs 
and led us in RBIs, so 
he’ll be tough to replace, 
just the leadership and 
the toughness behind 
the plate. Nick Jourdan 
in right field, he was 
perfect. I didn’t realize it 
until I looked at his stats 
at the end of  the year, but 
he didn’t make a single 
error out there out of  37 
opportunities. And then 
Colby Williamson, in the 
last half  the season was 
really good defensively at 
third base, so we do lose 
some important pieces, 
but we do return a lot of  
production, too. I’m defi-
nitely excited to see how 
they grow over the next 
couple of  years.

You look at Anthony 
Lopossay, a sophomore, 
he was 7-1 on the mound 
and he gave up just a 
couple of  earned runs at 
Roxboro Community and 
his ERA went up. Sta-

tistically, he was one of  
the better pitchers in the 
state this past year. He 
was right dominant for 
us and I’m interested to 
see how much better he 
gets. It’s the same thing 
with Matt Murchison. 
We moved him around 
a little bit. He played 
some left field, some 
second base, he caught a 
little bit, but we kind of  
settled on him being the 
shortstop a little later. I 
would’ve liked to have 
had things set earlier, but 
really it was the second 
J-M regular-season game, 
we settled on Matt being 
the shortstop and he’s 
probably going to be our 
shortstop going forward, 
most likely. He really hit 
it well, and he’s probably 
going have to hit in that 
2-hole next year, where 
Collin did this past year. 
He batted fourth last 
year, but we’re going to 
have to have people get 
on base at the top of  the 
lineup.

With the amount of 
experience that your young 
core got last season, do 
you see this team making it 
that far again this upcoming 
season?

I think we’re capable of  
it. The reality is, the way 
the playoffs are in North 
Carolina, the way they’re 
set up with one game and 
done, anything can hap-
pen. There’s evidence. 
North Moore was really 
good all year, but then it 
lost to the No. 29 seed in 
the first round. Anything 
can happen. I think we’re 
good enough and talent-
ed enough and I think 
we’ve got the pitching 
to make another run, it 
just remains to be seen 
how we react with the 
target on our back a little 
bit next year. Returning 
what we’re returning, on 
paper, I would think that 
we’ve got some people’s 
attention, they know 
we’re returning a lot, 
so we’ll just see how we 
react to that.

Brett Walden
Role: Head Coach, Baseball
Experience at Chatham Central: Fifth season
Career record (Baseball): 52-37

Chatham Central Bears (2021-22)
Conference: Mid-Carolina 1A/2A (Second-place 

finish)
Record: 14-11 (5-3 in Mid-Carolina 1A/2A)
Playoff run:
• Rd. 1: W vs. (12) Northwest Halifax, 17-0
• Rd. 2: W vs. (5) East Wake Academy, 11-8
• Rd. 3: W vs. (13) Roxboro Community, 11-3
• Elite Eight: L vs. (1) Perquimans, 7-0

THE CLIPBOARD | BRETT WALDEN, CHATHAM CENTRAL BASEBALL

four downs to score a touch-
down.

On offense, teams are 
allowed to have six eligible 
players — a quarterback and 
five skill positions, usually 
running backs or wide receiv-
ers — along with an additional 
ineligible player who’s used 
to snap the ball. On defense, 
teams can have seven skill 
players to defend.

While 7-on-7 games are much 
different from your average 
11-on-11 contest, Kenan said 
they still provide value for 
determining benchmarks and 
evaluating talent.

“We use it as a time to 
practice our coverages and 
our quick game and some of  
our passing game that we’ll be 
using mixed with our running 
game,” Kenan said. “I think we 
finished 2-2 (last Thursday). We 
don’t put a lot of  weight into 
those outcomes in 7-on-7s. … It 
was just good to see guys in the 
beginning stages of  the install 
put it to use in a competition.”

All of  five of  Northwood’s 
opponents last week were in 
the NCHSAA’s 4A classifica-
tion, a step above the Chargers 
at 3A. That may have had an 
impact on the final results, 
with Northwood being forced 
to play against schools bigger 
than it, but Kenan said that his 
team facing off against tough 
competition in the preseason is 
the best way to get better.

“It’s just good to see our guys 
progress and learn certain 
skills as the summer is start-
ing to grow,” Kenan said. “I 
thought our guys got better 
from Tuesday to Thursday. 
We’ve got a mantra, ‘Get 1% 
better every day,’ and in look-
ing at the tape from Tuesday 
to Thursday, our guys are 
moving faster, you can tell 
they’re getting a better under-
standing. They asked questions 
after Tuesday’s games to have 

a better understanding for 
Thursday and you can see it in 
their play.

“The quarterbacks had 
trouble reading coverages on 
Tuesday and then Thursday, 
they came back and played a 
little better,” Kenan said. “Not 
all the time to my liking, but 
they saw certain things that 
were missing on Tuesday that 
we saw them hit on Thursday 
in the film.”

Last week marked the first 
time all offseason that North-
wood had nearly every player 
in attendance, too.

Despite a couple of  notable 
players being absent due to 
other workouts, the Chargers 
dressed 25 players last Thurs-
day, around 80% of  the team’s 
total roster.

That was a far cry from a 
couple of  weeks ago, when the 
Chargers spent a day trekking 
across the Triangle — for 7-on-
7 games at both UNC-Chapel 
Hill’s Kenan Stadium and N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium 
— with only 12 players.

“When we went to UNC and 
N.C. State, we went with 12 peo-
ple and didn’t have anywhere 
near what we had (last) week,” 
Kenan said. “(Last week), we 
had double what we’re used to 

having. Some chemistry needs 
to take place and us playing 
together we’re going to have to 
get used to, but I’m confident in 
this group that they’re coming 
along.”

Northwood faced competi-
tion like Richmond, Heritage 
(Virginia) and Page at UNC 
before noon, then made the 
journey to Raleigh where they 
played Corinth Holders, Over-
hills and Sanderson, which 
was cut short in the afternoon 
due to storms.

In total, with just 12 players 
able to take the field, the Char-
gers played six games in one 
day at two of  the state’s most 
iconic football venues. 

“It was a great atmosphere 
that the guys got up for even 
though we were under-
manned,” Kenan said. “The 
guys were up for the test.”

It was a test in resiliency, 
said Kenan, and his team 
passed with flying colors.

“They didn’t back down and 
it showed me a lot about my 
team,” Kenan said. “I know the 
guys were tired and we were 
shorthanded, but to win the 
first one and win the last one, I 
thought told me a lot about my 
team and the nucleus of  guys. 
You can’t ask for much more 

going through schedules like 
that with 12 guys during a hot 
day on the turf. … They never 
complained. They did it with a 
smile on their faces.”

All of  Northwood’s offseason 
workouts and scrimmages up 
to this point, despite not being 
at full strength, has Kenan 
excited about what he sees 
heading into his first season as 
the Chargers’ head coach.

“It’s just the competitive 
nature and competitive spirit 
of  the guys. You’re going to 
have to beat them every time,” 
Kenan said. “It’s impressive to 
see the guys going to compete 
every day, every rep.”

Heading into the athletic 
dead period, however — which 
lasts from July 4-17 — there are 
still plenty of  things the team 
needs to clean up, along with 
crucial decisions that still need 
to be made by the coaching 
staff.

Namely, the team’s starting 
quarterback.

“We have one of  the hottest 
quarterback battles in the state 
right now between [junior] 
Carson Fortunes and [senior] 
Will Smith,” Kenan said. “They 
have to beat each other, literal-
ly, every single snap. One guy 
comes out one drive, he’s sharp 

and goes down to score. The 
next guy throws a pick, but 
doesn’t tuck his tail and comes 
back and throws darts. It’s just 
an every day battle.”

When asked whether he’s 
leaning more toward either one 
of  the quarterback candidates, 
his answer is simple: Nope.

“It’s a rep-by-rep basis, you 
just never know,” Kenan said. 
“You close your eyes and you 
won’t know which one it is 
right now. Nobody’s took off 
and owned the job like I would 
want them to.”

For Kenan, one thing is for 
certain, though: this Char-
gers team has “bounce-back 
season” — from last year’s 4-6 
finish — written all over it.

“It’s exciting to see. We’ve 
got a lot of  options, and they’re 
good options to have … just 
seeing guys emerge on differ-
ent drives and just battle for 
that ball and battle for that 
right and earn everything,” Ke-
nan said. “We have some guys 
that may not have big names 
yet, but the state will know 
about them come December.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.  

Walden

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood defenders attempt to corral a Pinecrest ball 
carrier during the Chargers’ 7-on-7 event last Thursday in 
Pittsboro. Pinecrest was one of three opponents Northwood 
faced on the evening.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood assistant coach Freddie Dale coaches up junior 
Ryan Brinker (right, in green) during the Chargers’ 7-on-7 
event last Thursday in Pittsboro. 
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Group hopes Early Childhood Action Plan 
pays off for Chatham children

Parents have many 
tools at their disposal 
when it comes to raising 
and developing their 
children, and there’s a 
new one coming soon. 
This week, we speak with 
Genevieve Megginson, 
the executive director 
of  the Chatham County 
Partnership for Chil-
dren, and Lara Kehle, 
the director of  KidSCope 
and the chairperson of  
the Chatham Health 
Alliance, about a new 
tool being developed: 
Chatham County’s Early 
Childhood Action Plan.

The two are helping 
take the lead in the plan’s 
creation and spoke last 
week as guests on “The 
Chatcast,” the podcast of  
the News + Record and 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of  Central Carolina. The 
interview, with CN+R 
Publisher Bill Horner 
III, has been edited for 
clarity and length. To lis-
ten to audio of  the entire 
conversation, search for 
“The Chatcast” on your 
favorite podcast app.

What is the Early Child-
hood Action Plan plan, and 
why is it being developed? 

Genevieve Megginson: 
The key components we 
look at in early childhood 
are about the child’s 
health, the child’s growth 
and their developmental 
milestones that are the 
building blocks of  their 
ability to succeed in ac-
ademics later — and the 
systems that serve them. 

We’re very aware of  all 
distresses that the pan-
demic has brought; chil-
dren are in the middle of  
all of  that. If  we’re going 
to be focusing on chil-
dren, we’ve got to look at 
what’s going on with our 
families and what’s going 
on with our teachers. 
Early childhood in our 
country has always been 
an under-resourced sys-
tem, a patchwork system. 
It is made up of  primarily 
small business operators 
of  childcare providers. 
Small business doesn’t 
get the kind of  resourc-
es that big institutional 
systems do.

We see the vocabulary 
differences in children, 
depending on what home 
or what neighborhood 
they live in, and that im-
pacts their learning later. 
We see the differences 
in their behavior, the 
way that they are taught 
and disciplined by their 
parents. Lara knows 
more about that than I 
do, but all of  those things 
we want to take in the 
context of  this moment 
now, this day and this 

time, and look ahead to 
what are the most effec-
tive things that we can 
do. Where are our biggest 
resource gaps now?

Lara Kehle: Just high-
lighting something 
you’ve said ... we’re hope-
fully coming out of  this 
pandemic, in this time 
that has had such higher 
stress. It’s had such an 
impact on the mental 
health and the well-being 
of  everybody — whether 
we’re talking about the 
parents, the families, the 
childcare providers, and 
all of  that impacts the 
children. So looking from 
that side, this is such an 
opportunity to say, “What 
are we going to do from 
here? Where are we going 
from here?” 

We have this early 
childhood education sys-
tem, we have this men-
tal health system that 
really needs support ... it 
needs an overhaul. This 
is our opportunity here 
in Chatham to say, “We 
want to do this right.” 
Let’s get the data, let’s 
hear from everybody that 
we possibly can. There’s 
a lot of  data out there. 
Let’s pull it together, let’s 
get our community voice 
together. Let’s look at 
what’s been happening 
in our childcare centers, 
in these classrooms, in 
these childcare homes ... 
that’s been happening for 
so long, and is creating 
more stress, creating 
some of  these issues as 
the children move into 
elementary school, into 
college, into the work-
force. 

This is the foundation, 
this is the opportunity to 
get it right. And now we 
have this great opportu-
nity to create a plan to 
help make it right, to help 
say, “These are the things 
that we need. These are 
the things our communi-
ty is saying we need. How 
are we going to do this?” 
And then do it.

When the plan is com-
pleted, what form will it 
take? And how will you 
share the plan across the 
county to the people who 
need it the most?

Megginson: We’re hop-
ing the plan development 
will be an interactive 
process with our com-
munity where we collect 
voices through surveys 
and all the usual ways. 
Then we’ll bring that 
back to the community 
and have the community 
reflect with us on it. And 
what the plan will look 
like will be more than 
just a book or a piece 
of  paper — it’ll be a live 
plan. And I’m hoping it 

will be something we can 
share through our print 
media, video, multi social 
media, etc.

What’s the timeline for 
the plan?

Kehle: We are hoping to 
have it start this month, 
in July. And we’re hoping 
to have at least a piece of  
it done by December. As 
Genevieve said, we don’t 
want this to be a book 
that sits on some shelf. 
This needs to be a live 
plan with action hap-
pening to help make our 
community better.

What’s your message to 
parents of young children 
about this plan?

Kehle: We can’t do it 
without them.

Megginson: It has to be 
a partnership, right?

Kehle: Children don’t 
exist in a bubble. If  the 
family and the parents 
are not involved and not 
sharing their values, 
their understandings, 
their beliefs, their trau-
mas, everything that’s 
been going on in their 
lives that impact those 
children ... it’s like we’re 
putting a Band Aid on 
a gaping wound. It has 
to be that partnership, 
it has to be a team; we 
have to do this together. 
One person cannot do 
everything. And yet, very 
often, the mental health 
provider, that consultant 
comes in, they’re seen as 
that expert, you know, 
with all the answers ... 
you’re gonna solve all the 
problems. The mental 
health professional, the 
consultant, the thera-

pist, whatever — it is the 
teacher, the parent; we 
are all experts in our own 
area. And it’s all together 
that we’re able to figure 
out how to move forward 
and how to support that 
child and support each 
other. It can’t be only one 
of  us — it has to be all of  
us together.

Megginson: When I 
talk to young parents, 
I just try to emphasize 
that they can’t do it all 
alone, but to find those 
moments when they can 
be their best with their 
child. 

Children are learning 
and listening all the time. 
When the parent can find 
that moment to read the 
books with their children 
... the Dolly Parton books 
that every family can 
get ... just every day, find 

some moments where 
you can just stop and 
focus on your child. We 
are all working together 
to do our best to create 
the safest environments 
we can, and there’s a lot 
more we can do. So just 
being as an intentional as 
you can, and reaching out 
for supports. And there 
are lots of  supports. 

You’ve each mentioned 
that you did not want this 
plan to be something that’s 
put on a shelf that gathers 
dust. So  let’s play “what 
if” — let’s assume that this 
plan is developed the way 
that you envision and it’s 
implemented, and it really 
takes root within families in 
Chatham County. What are 
the outcomes? What are the 
deliverables that we’ll see 
five years from now? 

Megginson: Well, you 
know, that’s a great ques-
tion, Bill. And I could 
answer it with all the 
things that I envision, but 
what it will be is what our 
community says we need 
it to be. So I do envision 
that there will be broad-
ly offered and utilized 
programs for families 
to come together to help 
each other be stronger. I 
envision that there will 
be really high quality 
beautiful early childhood 
classrooms available 
all across the county — 
for all the families, for 
young children, infants, 
for toddlers — and that 
businesses will value that 
when they look to come 
to Chatham County. They 
will come because they 
see that their workers’ 
families will be supported 
in the community.

Kehle: And there will 
be a variety of  childcare 
options based on what 
those families need. So 
not only classrooms like 
you would see in the pub-

lic schools or even in a 
private center, but family 
childcare homes as well.

Megginson: A very im-
portant point — and good 
diversity, because every 
family needs something 
different. And every child 
needs something differ-
ent.

Kehle: Yes, and that’s 
definitely been highlight-
ed the past few years. 
Absolutely.

So how can individuals, 
organizations, and busi-
nesses partner with you in 
the development of this 
action plan? What advice or 
what guidance would you 
give?

Megginson: Well, 
volunteer opportunities 
abound. We’re nonprofits, 
and so volunteers are our 
lifeblood. We’ll have a 
community collaborative 
where people can come 
on and share their voice. 
Everybody in this com-
munity sees or knows 
families with young chil-
dren, and they can help 
us connect with them, 
and help us be sure that 
those voices are elevated 
that need to be elevated. 

Kehle: Once we start 
really advertising these 
opportunities and share 
it, take advantage. What 
is it on Facebook, like 
it and share it, because 
that’s how it shows up. 
We definitely need to be 
doing that, to make sure 
that we’re reaching all of  
the corners of Chatham 
County. And when people 
do come to share their 
voice, be honest, and share 
really what it is what’s 
important to them, what 
have been their experienc-
es ... because as Genevieve 
said, we can absolutely 
say what we want this to 
look like. But it needs to 
be what our community 
wants it to look like.

CHATHAM CHAT | GENEVIEVE MEGGINSON & LARA KEHLE

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Genevieve Megginson (left) and Lara Kehle 
during last week’s Chatcast podcast recording. 
The two are integral members of the group 
creating Chatham’s Childhood Action Plan.

Council on Aging 
secures access to 

Veterinary Care Grant
From the Chatham Council on Aging

Meals on Wheels recipients within 
Chatham County who double as pet 
owners will have access to several vet-
erinary care services after the Chatham 
County Council on Aging was recently 
awarded $8,000 through the Access to 
Veterinary Care Grant from Meals on 
Wheels America.

While the Council has operated a pet 
program since 2015, the primary focus 
has been providing pet food for dogs 
and cats. The program, which will be 
entitled “Who Let the Paws Out — A 
Hand for Chatham’s Furry Friends,” 
will expand COA pet services into 
veterinary care for Meals on Wheels 
clients.

Roughly 25% of  seniors serviced 
by the COA live alone, many in rural 
areas. The presence of  a pet is a steady 
source of  companionship for many 
homebound Meals on Wheels clients, 
making the preservation of  their health 
a priority. Of  additional concern is the 
ability to pay for veterinary care, with 

47% of  clients receiving COA services 
through the Home and Community 
Care Block Grant self-declaring at or 
below the federal poverty level.

The grant, covering the 2022-23 fiscal 
year, will help cover the cost of  pre-
ventative care services such as vacci-
nations, exams, spay/neuter services, 
medications, and dental care.

“Many of  the older adults served 
by the Council on Aging’s Meals on 
Wheels program live alone,” COA 
Director Ashlyn Martin said. “For 
those with pets, the animals serve as 
companions and so it is important that 
the Council on Aging provide services 
that can help to keep not only the older 
adult safe and healthy, but also that 
of  their beloved furry friends. We are 
grateful for the support from organi-
zations like Meals on Wheels America 
and PetSmart Charities which will 
help to expand the services we are able 
to provide to the pets of  our Meals on 
Wheels recipients.”

Further information regarding pro-
gram specifics will be forthcoming.
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Summer Fest ‘22 canceled, postponed to late July
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

Downtown Pittsboro was 
scheduled to be bustling with 
activity last Sunday, but the 
return of  the seventh annual 
Summer Fest was called off 
because of  the threat of  severe 
weather.

Though not canceled: after 
Tropical Storm Colin formed 
off the North Carolina coast, 
the Pittsboro Business Associa-
tion (PBA) announced Summer 
Fest would instead be held 
sometime late July.

“Due to the high chance of  
thunderstorms and significant 
rainfall tomorrow, the PBA 
Events Committee has made 
the decision to cancel (Sun-
day’s) Summer Fest,” the post 
stated. “We are working to 
reschedule later in the month 
and will keep you posted on 
those details.”

Pittsboro restaurant owner 
and PBA official Greg Lewis 
took to Facebook to announce 
the decision.

“This is a hard decision to 
make, but everyone’s safe-
ty and comfort is of  utmost 
importance,” Lewis wrote. “We 

wish you all a safe and happy 
Fourth of  July!”

Lewis told the News + Re-
cord the committee is working 
on finding a date later in July 
to reschedule the Summer Fest 
activities. 

“No date has been deter-
mined yet,” he said. “ [We’re] 
trying to work with all the 
vendors.”

The annual event is a 
Pittsboro tradition, usually 
scheduled to be around July 4 
to coincide with Independence 
Day. This year’s event would 
the seventh Summer Fest and 
would highlight local busi-
nesses at vendor booths, a bike 
parade, a mustache contest, 
live music and more. 

The event was sponsored by 
the town of  Pittsboro, although 
the town wasn’t the entity in 
charge of  postponing the event, 
Public Information Officer 
Colby Sawyer said. 

“The town of  Pittsboro 
is saddened that we (the 
PBA) had to cancel it,” he 
said. “But we’re very much 
looking forward to the re-
scheduled date, and we hope 
everyone had a good July 4 
weekend.”

Sawyer said he hoped the re-
scheduled event would provide 
another opportunity to cele-
brate summer with festivities. 

“We’re just looking forward 
to getting everybody out at the 
rescheduled date to explore 
everything Pittsboro has to 
offer,” he said. 

More details about the new 
date for Summer Fest will 
come in the following weeks, 
according releases from the 
PBA. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor. 

Three principals named by board of education
New leaders take the helm at Bonlee, Jordan-Matthews and Silk Hope

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

The Chatham County 
Schools Board of  Edu-
cation named three new 
principals at its person-
nel meeting last Thurs-
day.

Nikki Murchison was 
named principal of  Bon-
lee School, April Burko 
at Jordan-Matthews 
High School and Caro-
line Linker at Silk Hope 
School.

Nikki Murchison
Murchison has worked 

in education for 23 
years, all with CCS. She 
succeeds Kim Taylor at 
Bonlee, who is retiring 

after 11 years leading the 
school. 

During 
her career 
in educa-
tion, Mur-
chison has 
served as a 
teacher, an 
instruction-
al coach 

and as the assistant prin-
cipal at Virginia Cross 
Elementary School since 
2018. 

She was the 2022-23 
Assistant Principal of  the 
Year for Chatham County 
Schools.

“Education is such a 
passion for me, and it is 
so meaningful to have 
the honor of  working in 

a field that has a lasting 
impact on others,” Mur-
chison said. “Bonlee is 
not just a community, but 
a family. I am grateful to 
have the opportunity to 
join this family.”  

Superintendent Dr. 
Anthony Jackson said 
Murchison’s skills as 
an administrator and 
educator will make her 
an outstanding leader at 
Bonlee. 

“Mrs. Murchison’s 
knowledge of  the com-
munity and her desire to 
serve her students and 
their families to the best 
of  her ability will make 
her an excellent principal 
at Bonlee,” he said. “We 
are excited to see how she 

excels in her new role as 
she brings her proven 
success as an outstand-
ing educator to lead this 
school.”

April Burko
Burko leaves her 

position as principal of  
Culbreth 
Middle 
School in 
Chapel Hill 
to take over 
at J-M. She 
succeeds 
Donna 
Barger, 
who is 

retiring after one and a 
half  years as principal. 
Barger was previous-
ly the assistant principal 

at Jordan-Matthews for 
five and a half  years.

Burko has worked in 
education since 2011, 
starting her career as 
a social studies teacher 
at T. Wingate Andrews 
High School in Guilford 
County Schools.

“I am excited to serve 
the Jordan-Matthews 
High School community,” 
Burko said. “I am looking 
forward to cultivating re-
lationships with students, 
staff and families as we 
work together to build on 
the rich traditions of  the 
community and ensure 
the success of  every stu-
dent who walks through 
our doors.”

“Her talents and 

strengths will both 
complement and ensure 
continued movement 
forward in growth for 
students at Jordan-Mat-
thews High School,” 
Jackson said. “She is 
ready to embrace this 
community and prepare 
her students to ensure 
their future success.”

Caroline Linker
Linker joins CCS after 

leaving her role as princi-
pal of W.G. 
Pearson 
STEAM 
Elementary 
School in 
Durham. 
She takes 
over for 
Angie 
Brady-An-

drew, who is retiring after 
17 years as a CCS principal. 

“I am so excited about 
this opportunity,” Linker 
said. “I look forward to get-
ting to know my Silk Hope 
students, and to working 
in partnership with our 
families and community. 
Chatham County Schools 
is an excellent school dis-
trict, and I am delighted to 
be a part of that excellence 
moving forward.”

Linker has worked 
in education since 2012, 
starting her career as a 
math teacher through 
Teach For America. 
Linker went on to become 
a school director with 
Northampton Coun-
ty Public Schools, an 
assistant principal with 
Bunn High School and a 
principal with Youngs-
ville Elementary.

“Ms. Linker’s dedi-
cation to education and 
how accomplished she is 
in this field are a valuable 
addition to Chatham 
County Schools,” Jack-
son said. “She will serve 
the Silk Hope community 
well.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport

CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS

Nikki 
Murchison
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Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Liz Guinan, a chairmember of the Chatham 
County Democrats, assists with the ribbon cutting 
of the group’s new headquarters in Pittsboro on 
Sunday.

New digs for Democrats

Courtesy of Pittsboro Business Association

Summer Fest 2022 was postponed because of the chance 
for thunderstorms on July 3. A new date hasn’t been 
announced. This photo was taken at last year’s event.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Chatham County Democrats celebrate the grand opening of their new office with a ribbon cutting by 
Mayor Cindy Perry on Sunday in Pittsboro. Cake and ice cream were served to those participating in 
the open house.

CHATHAM IS BOLD!BOLD!

2021



Council on Aging to 
hold reopening event 

for Eastern Center
From the Chatham 

County Public Health 
Department

PITTSBORO — After 
a span of  roughly two 
years, the doors of  the 
Eastern Chatham Senior 
Center are preparing to 
open once more.

The Chatham County 
Council on Aging will 
be holding a reopening 
event for its renovated 
and expanded Pittsboro 
building from 5 to 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Aug. 5.

The celebration will 
include a catered dinner 

courtesy of  Allen & Son 
Bar-B-Que, with enter-
tainment provided by 
Heart of  Carolina Jazz 
Orchestra. Under the 
direction of  Gregg Gelb, 
the group has committed 
to play several musical 
selections.

In addition to sched-
uled speakers, a silent 
auction will be held 
throughout the evening, 
featuring artwork donat-
ed by artist and former 
Chatham County resi-
dent Karen Meredith and 
that of  her late father. 

Meredith is a member of  
Oil Painters of  America, 
American Impressionists 
Society, the Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Art League and a 
board member of  the 
Shell Point Painters.

There is no cost to 
attend, but due to space 
limitations, RSVP is 
required.

For more information 
or to request an RSVP, 
contact Jimmy Lewis, 
Grants and Communica-
tions Specialist, at 919-
542-4512 or email jimmy.
lewis@chathamcoa.org.

From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office 

On June 22, James Filmore 
Kendall, 32, of  235 Chatham 
Square, #104, Siler City, was ar-
rested by Deputy Reggie Griffin 
for misdemeanor probation vi-
olation. He was issued a $20,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Randolph County 
District Court on July 11.

On June 22, Karen Linette 
Poole, 59, of  25 Rocky Knolls 
B, Chapel Hill, was arrested 
by Deputy Shannon Parker for 
assault and battery. She was 
placed on a 48 hour Domestic 
Violence hold and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on 
July 20. 

On June 23, Giovanny Palma 
Perez, 19, of  117 North Adams, 
Durham, was arrested by Dep-
uty Reid Kirkman for posses-
sion of  stolen firearm, posses-
sion of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  marijuana up to 
0.5 ounces, and possession of  
methamphetamine.  He was 
held on a $10,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in 
Durham County District Court 

in Durham on July 5.
On June 25, Kevin Elliot 

Kerns, 28, of  294 Rocky Hills 
Road, Pittsboro, was arrested 
by Deputy Chris Scales for fail-
ure to appear. He was issued 
a $500 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on August 4.

On June 25, Benjamin Tyler 
Perkins, 23, of  5511 Forest 
Road Lot 165, Greensboro, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer 
for carrying a concealed hand-
gun. He was issued a written 
promise to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pitts-
boro on August 2.

On June 25, Mr. Perkins was 
also arrested by Deputy Rami 
Amer for failure to appear 
on charges of  assaulting on a 
female. He was issued a $1,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Guilford County 
District Court in Greensboro 
on July 12. 

On June 26, Falan Cheyann 
Ivey, 27, of  1489 New Hope 
Church Road, Apex, was 
arrested by Deputy Jonathan 
Frazier for breaking and 
entering, injury to real prop-

erty, possession of  a Schedule 
VI controlled substance, and 
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia. She was issued a written 
promise to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in Pitts-
boro on July 20.

On June 29, Michael Chase 
Boyd, 32, of  9007 Golden Gate 
Boulevard, Polk City, Flori-
da, was arrested by Deputy 
Vincent Iorio for breaking and 
entering, larceny after break-
ing/entering and possession 
of  stolen goods/property. He 
was issued a written promise 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on 
July 18.

On June 29, Tina Marie 
Beers, 38, of  305 North Dog-
wood Avenue, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Mackenzie 
Abbott for breaking and enter-
ing, larceny after breaking/
entering, obtaining property 
under false pretenses, pos-
session of  burglary tools and 
larceny of  a firearm. She was 
issued a $25,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on July 18. 

On June 29, Kristi Jo Moss 

Hodge, 53, of  1190 Camelot 
Drive, Asheboro, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Mackenzie Ab-
bott for possession of  stolen 
goods, breaking and entering 
into a motor vehicle, motor 
vehicle theft, and possession 
of  a stolen motor vehicle. She 
was issued a $10,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on 
June 18. 

On June 30, Brandon Clark 
Evans, 29, of  5345 NC Highway 
87 North, Pittsboro, was arrest-
ed by Staff Sergeant Anthony 
Norton for failure to appear. He 
was issued a written promise 
to appear in Bladen County 
District Court in Elizabeth-
town on July 12.

On June 30, Ashley Nicole 
Boroughs, 31, of  1755 Bill 
Lambert Road, Bear Creek, 
was arrested by Deputy Jason 
Kane for breaking and entering 
a motor vehicle, possession of  
methamphetamines and felony 
possession of  cocaine. She was 
issued a $25,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County Superior 
Court in Pittsboro on July 25.

From Siler City Police 
Department

On June 28, 2022, Detectives 
with the Siler City Police Depart-
ment arrested Tina Marie Beers, 
38, of 305 North Dogwood Ave-
nue, Siler City. Beers is charged 
with breaking and entering a 
residence, felony larceny from a 
residence, felony possession of  
stolen property and obtaining 
property by false pretense. She 
is being held in the Chatham 
County Detention Center in lieu 
of a $5,000 secured bond.

Detectives also served a 
search warrant on Beers’ res-
idence and vehicles. Multiple 
items of  stolen property were 
seized during the search and 
will be returned to the own-
ers. Beers will have addition-
al charges related to other 
break-ins in Siler City and the 
surrounding area as the inves-
tigation continues.

If  you are the victim of  a 
break-in and would like to 
inquire if  your property was 
recovered, please call the Siler 
City Police Department at (919) 
742-5626 and request to speak 
with Detective T. Bridges.

POLICE REPORTS
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Board of Health 
amends childhood lead 

poisoning rules
From the Chatham County Public 

Health Department

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 
Board of  Health voted June 27 to amend 
the county’s Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Rules to lower the blood 
lead level requiring a follow-up in chil-
dren effective July 1. 

Last fall, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) lowered 
the blood lead reference value (BLRV) 
for children less than 6 years old from 
5 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL) to 
3.5 µg/dL. As a result, in March 2022, 
the N.C. Dept. of  Health and Human 
Services (NCDHHS) lowered the blood 
lead level that requires follow-up to 3.5 
µg/dL.

In response to these changes, the 
board of  health updated its Childhood 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Rules as fol-
lows. If  a child less than 6 years old has 
a confirmed blood lead level of  1 µg/
dL or above, Chatham County Public 
Health Department (CCPHD) staff will 
work with the child and their parents 
or guardians to provide lead poison-
ing prevention education, including a 
nutritional assessment and information 
on lead sources. At blood lead levels 
between 4 µg/dL and 7.99 µg/dL, the 
CCPHD will offer an investigation of  
the home to determine potential lead 
hazards. At blood lead levels at or above 
8 µg/dL, defined in the board of  health 
rules as confirmed lead poisoning, this 
investigation along with remediation 
of  lead hazards will continue to be 
required.

“By updating the Board of  Health 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Rules, the Chatham County Board 
of  Health continues to incorporate 

ongoing research into the protection of  
those who are most vulnerable to lead 
as there is no safe level of  lead expo-
sure,” said Dr. Karen Barbee, chairper-
son of  the Chatham County Board of  
Health. “We are proud of  the work of  
the CCPHD’s lead poisoning prevention 
staff and support them as they take 
more steps to keep Chatham County 
children safe and healthy in this way.”

“The CDC reports that no level of  
lead in the blood of  children is accept-
able,” added Anne Lowry, Chatham 
County Environmental Health Director. 
“Even low levels of  lead in the blood 
in children have resulted in lower IQ, 
decreased academic achievement, and 
increased emotional and behavioral 
problems. The Chatham County Lead 
Poisoning Prevention program encour-
ages all parents to test their children 
for lead at ages one and two, evaluate 
toys and other items that may contain 
lead, and not give young children car 
keys that may contain lead. Additional-
ly, anyone living in a home built before 
1978 should evaluate surfaces, espe-
cially friction surface, like windows 
and doors, for deterioration that may 
release lead-contaminated dust into the 
home.”

The revised Chatham County Board 
of  Health Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Rules can be found at 
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/
lead.

To learn more about the Chatham 
County Environmental Health Divi-
sion, visit www.chathamcountync.
gov/environmentalhealth. To learn 
more about the Chatham County 
Public Health Department, visit www.
chathamcountync.gov/publichealth or 
www.facebook.com/chathamhealth.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

The Chatham County Council on Aging facility in Pittsboro.
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Prepare Yourself For a 
Long Retirement

We all want to live long lives. We all  
 

cially prepared for this longevity?
Before we get to the issue of prepara- 

tion, let’s look at a couple of interesting 
and Edward Jones:

• The surveyed retirees said, on ave- 
rage, they expect to live to 89, and they said  
the ideal length of retirement is 29 years.

• When asked if they want to live to 
100, nearly 70% of the respondents said 
“yes.” The main reason for this desire for 
long life? To spend more years with their 
family and friends.

Of course, none of us can see into  
the future and know how long we’ll be 
around. But with advances in medical 
care and a greater awareness of healthy 
lifestyles, these aspirations have a real 
basis in reality.

However, if you’re going to enjoy a 
longer lifespan, and the extra years with 
your loved ones, you need to ensure your 
you make this happen?

Here are some basic steps to follow:
• Save and invest early and often. This 

but it’s still valid. The earlier you start 
saving and investing for your retirement, 
the greater your potential accumulation. 
Consider this: If you began saving just 
$5,000 per year at age 25, and earned a 
hypothetical 6.5% annual rate of return, 
and didn’t take any early withdrawals, 
you’d end up with $935,000 by the time 
you reached 65. But if you waited until 
35 to start saving and investing, and you 
earned the same hypothetical 6.5% return –  
again with no early withdrawals – you’d 
only end up with $460,000. And if you 
didn’t start saving until 45, you’d end up 

with just over $200,000, again given the 
same 6.5% return. 

• Be mindful of debt. You may not  want 
to be burdened with certain debts when 
you enter retirement. So, while you’re still  
working, try to reduce unwanted debts, par- 

 
 

ments. The lower your debt load, the more 
you can save and invest for the future.

• Keep reviewing your progress. It’s 
important to monitor the progress you  
need to make toward achieving your 
goal of a comfortable retirement. Over the  
short term, your investment balances may 
markets such as we’ve seen in the early part  
of this year. But you’ll get a clearer picture 
of your situation if you look at long-term 
results. For example, have your accounts 
grown over the past 10 years as much as 
you had planned? And going forward, 
do you think you’re in good shape, or 
will you need to make some changes to 
your investment strategy? Keep in mind 
that, if you’re 50 or older, you can make 
“catch-up” contributions to your IRA and 
401(k) that allow you to exceed the regular 
limits. You may also want to adjust your 
investment mix as you near retirement to 
potentially lower your risk exposure.

Hopefully, you will enjoy many years 
of a healthy, happy retirement. And you 
can help support this vision by carefully 
making the ones that are right for you. 

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Chatham County named most generous county in N.C.
Residents gave 

more than 
$65 million to 

charitable causes
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

Chatham County has been 
named the most charitable 
county in the state in a study 
by SmartAsset, an online 
financial consultant service.

Chatham County ranked 
first among the places in 
North Carolina with the most 
generous residents, measured 
by how much money people 
donate as a percentage of  
their net income, as well as the 
proportion of  people in each 
county who make charitable 
donations. The counties that 
fared best in these metrics 
were the counties that ranked 
highest in the study. 

Using 2021 IRS data, on 
average, Chatham residents 
donated 1.49% of  their income. 
The state average is 1.24%. 
Other counties had higher por-

tions of  income donated, but 
another factor in the study was 
what percentage of  residents 
give charitable donations. Cha-
tham scored the highest in this 
category with 14.67% of  the 
population donating; the state 
average is 5.86%. 

The two factors were weight-
ed equally to yield the Charita-
ble County Index score. 

This gave Chatham County 
the highest Charitable County 
Index score in the state with a 
score of  45.00. Other high-rank-
ing counties included Orange, 
Union and Mecklenburg, 
which also scored in the low 
40s on the SmartAsset index.

To determine the amount 
of  money people donate as a 
percentage of  their income, 
the study calculated the net 
income of  everyone in each 
county, according to tax return 
data from the IRS. 

The study also measured the 
total number of  individual tax 
returns that show charitable 
contributions and divided that 
by the total number of  individ-
ual tax returns in each county. 

According to the IRS data 
used in this study, 5,340 tax 

returns in Chatham County 
included charitable contribu-
tions, out of  a total of  36,410 
returns filed in the county. 
The data also shows Chatham 
County residents donated more 
than $65 million.   

“Chatham County ranked 
number 1 in North Carolina 
in terms of  the percentage of  
residents making charitable 
contributions, and number 12 
in North Carolina in the per-
centage of  local income being 
donated,” Susannah Snider, 
managing editor for financial 
education at SmartAsset, told 
the News + Record. “This 
shows that locally, residents 
in Chatham County were 
more likely to make charitable 
contributions, according to the 
tax data.”

Chatham County ranks num-
ber 97 in the U.S. out of  more 
than 3,000 counties included in 
the study. 

Teton County, Wyoming 
ranked as the most generous 
in this year’s study with a con-
tribution percentage of  10.81% 
and 15.13% of  residents donat-
ing. This gave them a Chari-
table County Index of  100.00. 

The next closest counties were 
Morgan County, Utah, scoring 
87.42, and Charles County, 
Maryland, scoring 81.93. 

Snider said the data was 
measured at a county level, so 
divides between the eastern and 
western portions of  Chatham 
County could not be accounted 
for. The study does, however, 
account for tax rate variation 
from county to county. 

“We included taxes paid in 
each county as a means of  
determining the net income 
in each county,” Snider said. 
“While Chatham County res-
idents paid less in taxes than 
residents of  Orange, Wake and 
Durham, those counties main-
tained higher net incomes.”

Another factor not included 
in the study was charitable 
write-offs. Snider said that 
was made more difficult to 
measure by the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of  2017. The act allows 
a tax credit for employers 
that provide paid family and 
medical leave to employees and 
stipulates a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization is not eligible for 
the tax credit.  

“While taxpayers may write 

off charitable giving as part of  
their tax strategy, it’s important 
to note that the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act significantly increased 
the standard deduction, making 
it increasingly rare for taxpay-
ers to itemize deductions and 
thus write off cash donations,” 
Snider said. “Until recently, 
taxpayers were able to write 
off up to $300 per individual for 
charitable contributions with-
out itemizing. Some taxpayers 
may also work with a financial 
advisor to execute more com-
plex strategies such as donating 
appreciated stock.”

2021 marks the second year 
in a row Chatham County has 
ranked number 1 in North 
Carolina, and the fourth 
consecutive year it has ranked 
within the top three counties in 
the state. 

For more information about 
the study, visit smartasset.
com/retirement/financial-ad-
visor#us/mostGenerousPlac-
es-2.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

Mirth meets mindless in immemorable  
‘Minions: The Rise of Gru’

Despite its moniker, 
“Minions: The Rise of  

Gru” is 
far less 
a 1970s 
story 
about 
the 
genesis 
of  the 
“Despi-
cable 
Me” 
protag-

onist than an excuse to 
get his lemon-colored, 
pill-shaped stooges into 
hippie digs and ‘70s soul 
music.

A higher-pitched (and 
utterly incidental) Steve 
Carrell reprises the voice 
role of Gru as a young, up-
and-coming supervillain, 

angling to join his favorite 
crime team, the Vicious 
6. After deposing their 
founder Wild Knuckles 
(Alan Arkin), the Vicious 6 
and their new leader, Belle 
Bottom (Taraji P. Henson), 
laugh off the runt-sized 
Gru until he manages to 
steal a mystical Chinese 

stone the group had al-
ready pinched.

The rest of “Minions: 
The Rise of Gru” is a mind-
less, multi-front plot that 
includes Knuckles kidnap-
ping Gru while looking to 
reclaim the stone and the 
Minions trying to refind 
the stone after minion Otto 

unwittingly trades it for a 
pet rock. The Minions are 
assisted by acupuncturist 
Master Chow (Michelle 
Yeoh), an erstwhile Kung 
Fu sensei who comes out of  

retirement to train the an-
thropomorphic Twinkies 
in the martial arts.

So little matters in this 
madcap mayhem that 
you will not care where 

the “story” takes you or 
remember much about 
it even as you cross the 
threshold of the theater’s 
exit. You will lose all inter-
est far before the climactic 
clash between the super-
natural incarnations of  
the Vicious 6 and Minions. 
But Illumination studio’s 
animation is effervescent, 
and the movie’s minute 
morsels of mirth derive 
from the Minions’ admitted 
charm and their mash-
up of jabberwocky and 
pseudowords. At least the 
film knows their target 
audience. Otherwise, this 
origin story is utterly un-
original. “The Rise of Gru” 
isn’t the fall of the Minions, 
but they’re all this fran-
chise really has left.

MINIONS: THE RISE OF GRU
GRADE: C
DIRECTOR: Kyle Balda

STARRING THE VOICES OF: Steve Carrell, 
Pierre Coffin, Taraji P. Henson, Michelle 
Yeoh, Russell Brand, Julie Andrews and 
Alan Arkin

MPAA RATING: PG

RUNNING TIME: 1 hr. 27 min.
NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

Courtesy of Universal Studios

Steve Carell voices the main character in ‘Minions: 
The Rise of Gru.’

THE CN+R REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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Galloway Ridge at Fearrington certified as a 
‘Great Place to Work’ for the second year

CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — Great Place to Work 
Institute and its senior care partner 
Activated Insights have honored Gallo-
way Ridge with certification as a Great 
Place to Work.

The certification process involved 
surveying 100% of  employees from 
across Galloway Ridge’s locations 
and evaluating more than 60 ele-
ments of  team members’ experience 

on the job. These included employee 
pride in the organization’s commu-
nity impact, belief  that their work 
makes a difference, and feeling their 
work has special meaning. Rankings 
are based on employees’ experiences, 
no matter who they are or what they 
do. 

“We are excited to be recognized as a 
Great Place to Work for our second year 
in a row,” said Kim Hutter, senior di-
rector of  human resources at Galloway 

Ridge. “Galloway Ridge is committed 
to attracting and retaining employees 
who embrace our core values of  caring, 
commitment, empowerment, and 
integrity.” 

Galloway Ridge at Fearrington is 
a Life Plan Community that blends 
Southern hospitality and worldly 
sophistication. Our residents enjoy vi-
brant, independent living and an array 
of  activities and progressive health 
programs in a tight-knit environment 

where employees and neighbors 
truly care for one another. Galloway 
Ridge’s 62-acre campus offers 248 
independent living apartments along 
with 52 independent living villas. The 
Medicare-certified health care center, 
The Arbor, is connected to the main 
building and offers 96 private rooms 
for assisted living, memory care and 
skilled nursing. To learn more about 
Galloway Ridge please visit galloway-
ridge.com 

BILLY POE FAMILY REUNION
The family of  the late William Line-

berry “Billy” Poe and Sennie Adelaide 
Hackney Poe have scheduled the 2022 
reunion for Saturday, July 16, at Loves 
Creek Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 

in Siler City.
The doors will open by 11 a.m, with the 

brief business meeting at 12 noon. That 
will be closed by our Chaplain, Johnny 
Glosson, sharing devotions and thanks. 

CCCC wins $50,000 in 
Global Ed Tech competition

From Central Carolina  
Community College

SANFORD – Central Carolina Com-
munity College has been named one of  
30 winners in the Learning Engineering 
Tools Competition, a search for prom-
ising new education ideas, technologies 
and platforms.

CCCC will receive $50,000 to develop 
and refine a unique software resource 
to help students better understand 
areas of  study and how they align to 
all possible career and job options. Stu-
dents will use this specially-designed 
software when they enroll to match 
their areas of  interest to the college’s 
workforce and curriculum options so 
that students save time and money. 
CCCC advisors and students will find 
this resource invaluable in ensuring 
that all students are better informed of  
their options.

The competition is supported by 
Schmidt Futures, Citadel Founder 
and CEO Ken Griffin, Walton Family 
Foundation, Siegel Family Endowment, 
Overdeck Family Foundation, and the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The 
competition was administered by Geor-
gia State University and The Learning 
Agency.

“We are excited to build upon our 
work to help our students make 
informed decisions about all of  the op-
tions at CCCC,” stated Scott Byington, 
CCCC Associate Vice President for On-

boarding and Advising and one of  the 
project leads along with CCCC Director 
of  Admissions Adam Wade. “Everyone 
should be able to pursue additional 
workforce and curriculum opportuni-
ties that make sense for each person’s 
goals and career plans. We are proud to 
be developing and refining tools to help 
students do that with the help of  the 
Global Ed Tech grant.”

Winning teams include entrepre-
neurs, learning scientists, educators, 
and researchers from around the 
world. With missions ranging from 
accelerating literacy and math skills 
for K-12 learners to creating tools that 
will accelerate the learning science 
research process, the educational tools 
developed by the teams have the poten-
tial to impact over 4 million students by 
the end of  2022. According to estimates 
calculated by each team, more than 40 
million students within the next three 
years will benefit from these tools.

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:

1345 Thompson Street

 

Give us a call at 919-444-2499

www.boweninsurance.com

Bowen Insurance 

Agency 

serves Pittsboro, 

Chapel Hill, Siler City, 

and the surrounding 

communities.

C
all Bowen Insurance Agency today 

for all of your insurance needs!  

We specialize in homeowners, auto, 

and life insurance.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.

Jennifer McLaurin

Sponsored by

Hey, Vendors, be 
sure to reserve 
your space & take 
advantage of Early 

Bird rates! This is one of  Pittsboro’s 
most highly anticipated & attended 
events, so snag a spot  by submitting  your 
application at: 
https://forms.gle/zBzWxJiqdbBRiSeL6
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Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By
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To answer your question ...
“Then why did I make so 

much food?”  — my mother, 
failing to 
convince her 
dinner guests 
to take their 
weight in 
“sauce-shez 
pepp” with 
meatballs, 
salads (this 
is my mother 
I’m talking 
about, so 
these are 
all mayon-

naise-based and salad in name 
only), baked beans, and three 
different desserts.

The Kid, my honorary sister 
Deena, and Aunt Polly all said, 
in a ragged kind of  unison, 
“That’s what we ask you every 
single time!”

Literally, the woman made 
eight pounds of  potatoes for po-
tato salad. For. Eight. People.

My mom, The Kid, and I all 
have what is called hitchhik-
er’s thumb.

If  you have it, your thumb 
can bend at the top knuckle 
over 180 degrees. My mom’s 
thumb is so curved it almost 
touches the front of  her 
thumb. I have it, but to such 
an extreme degree. The Kid’s 
thumb is a little less than 
mine.

I never met her, but can 
only assume my maternal 
grandmother’s thumbs were 
actually attached and known 
as “thumb-loops”.

I think I figured it out today.
My mom, her sister, and 

sister-in-law Tandy are all 
Depression/WWII babies. They 
knew, or were raised, by people 
who knew both empty larders 
and bellies.

These children grew up with 
a horror of  hunger. Which is 
why they overbuy, overcook, 
and use those plates they fill 
again and again keep us all 
safe.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.

mom.

The Kid’s Cole Slaw
This is all about the dressing. Use anything from grocery store bagged mix to something from your own garden.
The recipe makes quite a bit. It’ll last a week or so, or make a bucket of slaw.
1 1/2 cup mayonnaise 1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar 2 teaspoons sugar 1/2 teaspoon celery salt

Whisk together, cover, and refrigerate for an hour up to overnight.
Gently toss enough dressing into the veg to moisten. Cover and refrigerate for at least two hours to a day or two (the longer the salad sits, the better 

the texture and flavor.
Mom’s Famous Pasta Salad

Two heads broccoli, cut into florets, 
lightly steamed, and cooled in ice 
water then drained

1 pint grape or Cherub tomatoes, cut 
in half

1/4-1/2 cup thinly sliced scallions

2 envelopes of original Hidden 
Valley ranch dressing mix (the one 
you make with actual buttermilk), 

made according to directions.

Mix pasta and veggies together, then dress with enough ranch to bring to pasta salad consistency. Serve or refrigerate immediately so that the pasta 
won’t absorb all the dressing before service.

Jersey Picnic Baked Beans
4 15-ounce cans of plain baked 

beans
1/4 cup ketchup

1/4 cup Dijon or whole grain mustard
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon nutmeg

1 1/2 teaspoons powdered ginger
1/4 cup molasses, maple syrup, or 

sorghum

1 yellow onion chopped and cooked 
in a teaspoon of oil or butter

12 slices bacon
Strain the liquid from all but one can of beans. Mix all ingredients except for the bacon and pour into a greased 9x13 baking dish.
Bake at 275 degrees for 30 minutes.
Meanwhile, place all of the bacon into a pot of simmering water.
Cook in simmering water for about 10 minutes then drain and pat dry with paper towels. This “par cooking” will reduce the amount of fat and make it 

easier for the bacon to brown in the oven.
After the 30 minutes is up, remove beans from oven, and cover with bacon slices.
Return to middle rack of over and cook on low broiler for 15-20 minutes or until the bacon is browned and crispy-ish.
Let sit 15 minutes before serving.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Baked beans, the Kid’s cole slaw and mom’s famous potato salad highlight this meal.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

If you are considering a move, we’re here ready to help! 
The spring market is here and now is the time to prepare.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com
919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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GROW YOUR CAREER WITH MOUNTAIRE
WE'RE ALWAYS HIRING!

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:
On-site Health &     

401(k) and profit sharing
Great benefits
Educational assistance
One week of vacation after

Employee discounts 

90 days and additional 
week after 180 days

on chicken

Wellness Center

Hiring for all shifts 
General Labor starting at 
Industrial Maintenance positions starting
at                                     

        transportation to and from work
from Greensboro or High Point
Guaranteed on-site interviews

(starting pay increases for experience)


